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Elegant and ave Þ deſcription,of 
Spiriwall DzaTrandLirs. | 


Ioun 5.25. 
Perily,cuerily , 7 ſay unto you, that the houre 
is comming and now is, When the dead 


ſhall beare the oogce of the Sonne of 6 20d, 
(<nd they that heare ſhall live. 


HE Occaſion of theſe 
words was this : when as 
Chriſt had afhrmed to the 
=} 1ewes,That God was bis Fa- 
ther, and the Jewes went 4- 
) bout to kill him for it : Hee 
8 proves what hee had ſaid 
by this argurnent : He thatis able rogive life 
ro the dead is God,or the Sonne of God ; Bur 
I am ableto give lifeto the dead ; (The houre is 
commin? and now is, when the dead fhall heare the 
woyce of the Sonne of God, and thoſe that beareit 
ſhall lizve;) Therefore I am the Sonne of God. 

[n bricfe, theſe words ſhew Chriſts Divinity |_ 
by the effects of i it, thathee can quicken the 


| dead. 
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2 An Elegant and lively Deſcription, 
| Inthefe words we may conlider theſe parts. | \ 
I Firſt,the ſubjet on which Chriſt doth cx- | 
erciſe his Divinity, and thatis, on dead-men; - 
The dead [ball heare the Voyee s thit'Sopne of God, 
awd ſhall live. Secondly, the infirument by 
which he deth it,and that is, by bs word ; which | 
is not meant onely the bate preaching and hca- | 
riog ofthe word barely ;. but 'fucix an inward, | 
commanding,powetull,operative word, that | 
makes men doe that which is commanded | | 
them : Sucha word was ſpoken to Lazarus be. 
ing dead, Ld4zarws come forth; and hee did it. 
This word commands men,and makes them to 
| obey it, . 
3: Thirdly,the time when hee will exerciſe his 
divinity ; the howre is comming and now «, that 
is, the time ſhall come when as it ſhall be abun- 
\dantly revealed, the fruiteof the Goſpel (hall | 
appeare more Pplentifully and fully bereafter, | 
but yet it is nuw beginning to appeare; there |- 
is now ſome ſmall fruit of it, Laltly, it is af- | 
firmed with an aſſeveration or oath ; Yer:ly,re- | 
rily, T ſay unto yeu : And thele 8rc the parts of | 
this Text. | 
| Outof theſe words I purpoſc to ſhew yeu | 
theſe thtee things. | 
Firſt, what the eſtate of ail witn # out of 
Cbriſt. | 
Secondly, what wegaineby Chriſt, | 
Thirdly ,what we muſt doe for Chriſt, | 
Firſt, we will ſhew you what your eſtate is | 
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\ out of Chriſt,tor this will make youro prize 
aim more, Andthe point forthis is, 

That every man out of Chrift is in a flate of | D9#+-1. 
| death or a dead man; that is, All men however | 
| they are borne living, yet they are ſtill dead 
| men : without the living Spirit the root is 
; dead. Hence are theſe places of Scripture, 
| Gen.2.17, The day that thou eateſt thereof thow 
' ſhalt dye the death. Math,8.22, Let the dead bury 
their dead, Epheſ.2.1. You bath he quickened, 
| who were dead'in treſpaſſes and ſinnes, Ephe. 5 14. 
| Awake thog that fleepe(t, land up from the dead, +#] 
| and Chriſt ſhall give thee light. The meaning 
| is,thar all men are ſpiritually dead. This will 
| be of ſome moment, to ſhew youthat you are 
| dead without Chriſt. Yee account it a gaſtly 
' ightro ſee many dead men lyetogether, it at- 
| fets you much : but roſeea multitude of dead 
| men walke and ffand before us, thar affeAs us 
| not. The naturall death is bura picture or ſha- 
; dow of death but this ſpiricuall death, is death 
indeed : As it isfaid ſpiricually of Chriſts fleſh, 
' John 6.55.That it & meateindeed. Now that you 
| may know whar this death is, I will ſhew you, 

Firſt, of all, what death is. AX Y 
Secondly, how many kinds of death there} 
Are. 
| Thi-dly, the ſymptomes and fignes of this} 3 

death, | 

| Fourthly,the degrees ofthisdeath, | 
Forthe firſt ; what this death is, it conſiſts 
B 2 iQ 
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intwothings. Firſt, in death there is a priva” 
len of life : thena man is dead, wher as the 
Souleis ſeparated from the Body : fo a man- 
| is ſpiritually dead, when asthe ſoule is ſepara- 

ted from the quickning Spirit of Grace, and 
righteouſheſſe : This is all our caſcs, 1» ws there 

awels uog0od, there is no Spirit of life within 

us : the Soule is ſo outof order, that the ſpi- 

ritis weary of it and forſakes it, VVhen the 

Body growes diſtempered and unfit for the 

Souletouſeit, thenthe Souleleaves it, Even 
as when the inftxumenr is quite out-of tunega | - 
| | man layes it aſide;whiles itis in tune he layer s 
: on it: Soa mandwels ina houſe as long as it 
is habitable and fit to dwell in, but when it be- 
comes unhabitable be departs : fo, ag long as 
| the body is a fit organ tor the ſoule, it keepes 
| ir, when it becomes unficzit leaves it. Even 
ſo the holy Ghoſt lives in the Soule of: man, 
as longas it isin good temper, but bcing diſ- 
tempered by finne, the holy Ghoſt removes. 
You may ſee it in Adam : as ſoone as. hee catc 
of.the forbidden fruite, the holy Ghoſt left 
him, and hee loſt his Originall rightcouſ- 
neſſe, 
_Secondly,in this deathas there isa privation, 
ſo there is alſoa poſitive evill qualicy in the 
ſoule, whereby itis not onely voyd of g00d- 
ceſſe, but made ill.” -In the natural! death when 
js 2 man dycs,there isanother ſormelcft inthe 
body; ſo in this ſpirituall deathythere isan evill | 
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habir, lefrin the ſoules of men: This you may 
ſce Heb.9.14. where the workes-you doe be-| | 
fore regeneration, are called , Dead workes: 
there would be a contradiQiionin callingthem 
acad Workes, if there were not another pofi- 
tive evill forme in man, beſide theabſence of | 
rhe quickning Spitit, which forme is called | 
Fleſh in the Scriptures. = 
But it may be objected, that finne is a meere} ©*- 
privationof good,that it is a Now-ens; therefore | 
fleſh cannor be ſaid to be an operatzye quali- 
ty and forme of finne. + | aats;* 
To thisI anſwer, that though all finne bee a ak 2" 
meere privation, yet it is in an operative ſub- \ | 
jc, and thence it comes to paſſe that finneis \d 
fruitfull in evill workes : as for example: take 
an horſe and put out his cycs, as long as hee 
ſtands ill there is no error: bur if he begins to 
runne once, he runnes amiſle, and the longer 
hee runncs, the further he is out of the way| . 
whierein he ſhould goe,and all this becauſe hee 
wants his eyes, which ſhould dire& him : $0 it 
iswith finne, though it in 1ts ſelfe bee but a 
meere privation, yet it is ſeated in the ſoule, 
| \which is alwaies active : 4nims nunquen 
otioſe, The goodnefle that ſhould inlighten 
us is taken away, and there is a poſitive evill 
| quality pur into it,that leads us onteevill, 
| Conlider farther whence this death proceeds; 
the originall of it, isthounderſtanding & mind | 
| of man,which is prom vives et ultimn moriens, 
B; That W--3 
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That whichlives firſtand dies firſt. Fhe aauſe 
of life is the underſtanding inlightened to fee 
the truth ; when the affeQtions are right, and 
the underſtanding is Qraight, then wee live; 
when itis darkned all goes out of order. /0hr 
$.4+. ſpcating of Chriſt, it is ſaid, that » him 
was life,and the life was the light of men : he was 
life becauſe he was light, be did inliyen men, 
becauſe he did inlightew bem :therefore Ephe. 
5.4. Awake thos that fleepefs, ſtand up fFom the 
dead, and Chrift ſhall give thee light : becauſe 
light is the beginning of ſpirituall life, James 1. 
1 8: Therefore it is ſaid, Of bi owne will begot he 
them, by the word of truth : that is, the word 
reRifics the underſianding and opinion,which 
is the firſt thing io chis ſpirituall birth, Ephe. 4. 
22.24. Put off the old man which # corrupt, as- 
cording to the deceitfull luſts thereof”; and put on 
the new man, which after God is created is hols. 
weſſe and perfett righteouſneſſe. The old man 
is corrupt according to the deceitful lufts:that 
which 1s heere called deccitfull luſts, &c. in 
the originall, ſignifies, /uſfs proceeding from ev. 
ror, and holineſſe proceeding from truth, luſt 


proceeds from error, in miſtaking things ; | 


for Juſt is nothing elſe but affeftion milpla« 
ccd, proceeding from error. That holinefle | 
in which God delighteth, in which his Image | 
conſifts, comes from truch. VV hen Adam was | 


| alive, he judgedaright, then the wheele and 


affetion: of his ſoule were right: Being dead 
by| 
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| "of SpiritudtlDeath and Life: 
by rcaſun of his fall, he loſt his ſight, he ſaw no! 
beauty inthe wayes of God; and this is the 
caſc of all unregencrate men:but whenthe Spi- 
rit reQtifies the judgement, cenvinceth them of 
ſinne and rightcouſneſſe, then they begin to 
revive. To bedead is to have the underſtan- 
ding darkned, the judgement erroniors:to be 
aliveisto haye the underſtanding inlightened, 
and the judgement reftified ; And thus much 
for the firſt, what this death is. | 

Ve come now tothe kindes of death, which! 
arethree, | 

Firft, there is a death of guiltineſſe;one that 
is guilty of any offence that is death by the 
Law, is ſaid to be but a dead man. So every 
one by nature is a dead man, bound over to 
death though he be nor executed, 

Secondly, there is a death in ſinne that is 
.| oppoſite tothe life of ſanctification, Ephe.2. 1, 
you hath he quickned, who were dead in rreſpaſſes 
| awd finnes: & there is a death for ſinne that is 
'} contrary tothe life of Glory, 
Thirdly,thcre is a death that is oppoſite to 
' the life of joy : in hell there is alife, man isnor 
; quite extinguiſhed,bur yct men in bell are ſaid 
| + to bedead, tecauſe they have no joy. This 
| ! dearh conſiſts in the ſeparating of God from 
' the ſoule; when God is c__ from the 
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ſoule, then man dyes this death of ſorrow. 
þ God joynes him{elfe to the ſoules of good and 


| bad : to thoſe whoare not ſanRified, ht __ 
| || him- 


The kinds of 
Spiricuall 
death. 
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himſelfe in acommon manner, and chence it 
is,chey have common joy, common comfort, 
commancivility z tothe godly he joynes kim- 
ſelfe in an extraordinary manner, by which 
they have extraordinary joy : now when God 
is ſeparated from the ſoule, then comes a 'per- 
fe death;ſee it in the ſeparation of God from 
Chriſts humanity .God withdrawing himſelfe 
from him but for-a time,he crycth out, Ay God | 
my God, why haft thou forſaken me ; As God 

withdrawes himſelfe more or leſſe, ſo is our 

joye, our ſorrow more or lefle, Thus much 

for the kinds of this death. 

Wecome now to the Symptomes or fignes 
of this death,and theyare foure. . 

The firſt isthis; men are ſaid to be dead 
when they underſtand nothing, when as there 
is noreaſon cxtagt in thew,when they ſee no 
more then dead men. The life is nought elſe | 
but the ſoule ated: then a man is ſaid to live 
when the underſtanding part is ated : man is 
ſpiritually dead when as his underſianding is 
darkned, when as he ſees or underſtands no- 
thing of Gods waics, becauſe they areſtirituall, 
and he carnah, 

But it may bee objeed : men doe under- 
ſtand things belonging to faith and repentance, 
carnall men not yet ſanAifed have ſome un- 


derſtanding of theſe. 

I aalwer, that they may underſtand the ma-!- 
terials belonging roGodlineſſe as well as 0- 
thers, 


_ 
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hearing, receiving of the Sacrament, andthe 
| pall of life-hoawever they may be faire in other} 
| = third figne of a naturall death is ſence- 
leſn 


' are not afſeed with Gods judgements, when 
they have hard hearts which cannot repent ,Rom, 


|rhem, as narurall men apprehend. evill, not 
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thers, but yet they reliſh them not, they ſee 
chem not with a ſpirituall eye, Tr. 1.16.They 
are to every good worke reprobate , they cannot 
judge aright of any good workes, as to like, 
approve and love them,to ſee a beauty in them 
as they arc good: Rem. 8.7, the wiſedome of the 
fleſh is enmity with God, for it not ſubiett tothe 
law of God, the Grecke word is v#e7o4]z4,the 
meaning is not that they underſtand it nor, but 
they like itnot,they reliſh it nor,they taſt it not; 
they thinke of Gods wayes, that they are but 
folly, 1 Cor. 2.14. They are at enmity with them, 
they count them aroſſe. | | 
The ſecond ſymptome of deathis, want of 
motion : where there is no motion , there is 
death. All men vaturally want this motion, 
they cannot judge or doe any thing by nature: 
they may doe opus operatum,. but they cannot 
doe it in a holy manner; their prayers, their 


like,are dead workes, without faith the princi- 


tt. 


eſſe;lo menare ſpiritually dead, when they 


2.5. when they bave hearts as hard as a ſtone, 
Ezek.36.26, yet they may be affected with] 


| roma quickning Spirit,but from a | ſelfelove. 
| Cc Laſtly, 
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that vigor and beauty in the face and counte- 
{nance which isin living men : So in menthat 


Laſtly,in anaturall death, there 1s a ole of 


are ſpiritually dead, there is no bcauty, no vi- 
gor, they have deat in their faces : they may 
have painted beauty, which may be like the lt- 
ving, (as he ſaid : piefum putavi eſe verum, et 
verum putavieſepictum:) they may bee much 
alike, yet they have not that livelineſſe and 
beauty as living men have; Gods beauty (the 
cauty of holineſle )is not found in them, 

But it may beobjected, they have many ex- 
cellencies in them, they know much, they cx- 
ccllin morall vertues. | 

I anſwer, they may have excellencies,as a 
dead man may have lewels and Chaines about 
him,yert they are dead: they have them, but yet 
they are 45 Jewels of Gold in 4 Swines ſnoute;they 
arc 45 Swine,their good things make them not 
meti,they are beaurifull yer they are but dead 
men, as the evill workes of good men make 
them not bad men: ſo the good workes of 
evill men, makethem not good. Thus much 
for the ſignes of this Death. 

We come now tothe degrees of this death, 
inalltheſe deaths there are degrees: Firſt in 
the death of guilt, if you have had more 
meanes, the guilt is greater, if you make no 
uſe of them. The Gentrles they ſhall ently be con- 
demned for breaking the Law of nature, becauſe 


they knew no ather Law ; The /ewes they ſpall | 
be 
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be coun: mned for finning againſt tht Law of na- 
ture, and the Law of Moyſes,they had a double 
Law, and thall be condemned for the breach 
of it $ Chrittians having a treble Law, the 


- Goſpel, the Law of nature, the morrall Law, 


Jhall be condemned for all three , and ameng all 
Chriſtians, fuch as have had more meanes,and 
better education, the greater ſhall their pu- 
niſhment be, 

Secondly, inthe death oppoſite tothe life 
of ſancification, there are degrees, Now yee 
muſt know that there are no degrees inthe 
privative part of death, but they are onely in 


the poſitive. The loweſt ſtep 1n this ſecond 


death is to have enmity #8 the waies of God, bt- 
ing fie hters againſt God; enemics to the Saints; 
this is the loweſt ſtep. The ſecond degree is, 
when as men are not ſo active that way, bur 
yetare dead in pleaſures, Ambition,covetoul- 
neſſe,& the like. There 1s a generation of men 
which trouble not themſelves to oppoſe God 
& the Saints,but give themſelves to pleaſures, 
and like rhoſe Widowes, 1 Tim.5.6, are dead 
in pleaſures, while they arealive,The laſt ſtepin 
this death,is thedeath of Civiliry. Civill men 
come nearer the Saints of God than others, 
they come Withina ſtep or two of heaven,and 
yer are ſhut out;they are not farre from the king- 
dome of Heaven, as Chriſt (aid tothe youg man; 
yetthey miffe of ir as well as others, 


Thicdly,for the death that'is oppolite to the 
C 2 life 
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life of ioy., the degrees of it are more ſen{/ble: 


Some have legallterrors, the beginnings of e- 
ternall death;others have peace ef conſcience and 
joy in the holy Ghoſt, the beginning of eternall 
life. And thus much for thedegrees of theſe 
deaths. 

Now hearing that all are dead in treſpaſſes 
and ſfinnes, yee may obiect ; If wee are dead, 
why doe you preach unto us ? If we bee dead, 
we underſtandnot, wee moove not, wce are 
not capable of what you ſay. | 

To this I anſwer, Firſt, there is a great dif- 
ference.betweene this ſpiricuall death, and na- 
turall death... 

For firſt, thoſe who arc naturally dead,un- 
derſtand nothing at all; but in thoſe who arc 
ſpiritually dead, there is a life of underſtan- 
ding, by which they themſelves may know 
that they are dead ; men who are naturally 
dead, cannot know they-are dead, 

Secondly, thoſe who are ſpiritually dead, 
may underſtand the wayes of life:t hough they 
reliſh them-not, yer they may heare and re- 
ceive them, which thoſe who are naturally 
dead cannotdoe. 

Thirgly,thoſe who are ſpiritually dead,may 
come tothe meanes,to the poole in # the Spi- 
rit breaths the breath of lifezwhereas naturally 


| dead men cannot come tothe meancs of life. 


Secondly I an{wer,that though ye are dead, 
yet-eating may breed life, the word can doe 


it, 
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it. There was an end why Chriſt ſpake to 
L4z4rus that was dead, Lazarw come forth, 
becauſe his word wrought lite ; therefore 
though yeare dead, yet becauſe the word can 
worke life in you, our preaching is not in 
vaine. 
Laſtly,this death is a-voluntary death. Men 
who are naturally dead cannot pur life into 
themſelves ; no more can theſc who are ſpi- 
ritually dead when they have madethemfelves 
| dead, Mendyc this death ina free wanner 
I cannot better cxpicfle it ,thanby this fimili- 
tude. A wan. that js about to committhe 
ac of murther or treaſon, his friends perſwade 
him not to doe it, fur it hee dath, he is buta 
dead man, yet notwithftarding he will doe it; 
we ſay of ſuch a cpe that hee is adead man 
willingly. . Se wee tell men, if they Coe thus 
ard thus, that they gce downeto the Cham- 
bers of death , yet they will doeit;, Fence 
is that Exch, 18. 31. hy willgee dye, O yee 
houſe of 1/r4ch2irmplying that this ſpiritual death 
in Gnne, isa voluntary death, | 
But yee will obie&,Menare not quite dead, 
there are ſome reliques of Gocs Image til] 
left in them;how are they then deed? | 
To this I anſwer, that there isa double 
Image of God ; fiſt anaturall, ſtanding in 
the natural frawe of the ſoulc,as to be immor- 
tallzimmatcriall;So there is underſtanding,will 


and reaſon, and ſome ſparks of lite left ip us,as 
C 3 the| 
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; the remainder of a ſtately building that is rui- 
| nated : but yer there are no ſparkes of the 
living Image left in us,the ſpirituall Image of 
God conſiſting in holinsfſe and true righteouſnes, 
| remarnes #0t ; The Papi {ts indeed deny it,bur 
| how will they anſwer the rule of the Fathers : 
| that Supernaturalia dona ſunt penitia ablata na- 
\ twralia quaſſite ;, that ſupernarurall gifts are 
| | urrerly taken away , no ſparkes of them re. | 


maine, 
But it will be objeed,that though menby 


w nature have nothing lefr,yer there is now an u- | 
niverſall ability and grace,an univerſall ſuffici- 
ency given unto them. 
Anſi | To this I anſwer, thatthatwhich they call 
6 wniver (all grace, is the ſame thing that nature 


is, but rhey putanother'tearme upon it; it is 
found innature,and is common wherever it is, 
therefore it cannot bee grace, For ingrace 
| there js always ſometing that is peculiar, 
K-15 Secondly, if there ſhould be an univerſall 
grace,the Saints would be no more beholding | 
to God, than other men; if God give all alike | 
toall, it ſhould nor bee God, but themſelves 
that put the difference. 
3 Thirdly,if there were that generall ſuffici- 
engy, it would take away allclection: there | 
| might then be preſcience, but no eleion, no f 
predeſtinationto death or life. e 
WP * Fourthly, if there were a generall grace, þ 
| | what is the reaſon that Peavl made it ſuch mat- c 
rer | 


— 


of Spirituall Death and Life l "If | 


ter of difficulty ro anſwer that queſtion of, 
cletion,Row.g, If Ariffotle and other hea. 
then, ifevery one have ſuch a generall ſuf. 
ficiency, Pau/ would not have made ſuch a 
. | ſcrupulous anſwer, and have cryed ont of the 
depth, 

Thirdly,there is not that univerſall ability, 5 
becauſe #hat which is borne of the fleſh us fleſh,and | 
that which # borne of the Spirit is Spirit ; wee 
are borne ofthe feſb and cannot therefore have | 
this ſpirituall ſufficiency, 

Bur yet there are ſome ſpirituall gifts'in| ob. | 
men, | 
Tanſwer,that we cannot have theſe ſpiritu- | 4”. 
all gifts if we are not borne of the Spirit ; the? 
which i borne ofthe fleſh is fleſh. Not Bellarmine 
himſelfe, nor no man elſe will ſay thar all are 
borne of the Spirit, /obz 15.2. Every branch in 
me not bearing fruite,he taketh away,and it is caſt 
out, and withered; that is, as the branch not 
being in the root, bringeth forth no fruite, | 
ſo men as, long as they are not ingrafted into 
Chrift, bring forth no buds, no truite; they | 
may heare the word,but they cannot make uſe 
\of it, they cannot doc it without the Spirit, 

and that is frec:it breatheth wheye it liſ{eth;com- 
pare John 3.8, the Spirit breatheth where it lifl- 
|eh,with lobn 5.44. No man cancome unto mee 
unleſſe the Father draw him ; draw him, that 
is,not as a ſheepe is lead with a bough; for 


Chriſt dothnor ſay, #s wen will come,but,vo | 
. | | man [ 


Em 
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| #1413 4m come except the Father draw hins ;com- 
pell kim as it;wereby force,nor perſwade him 
by. intreatics : that is, unlefle he changeth,and 
taketh away his wolviſh will, 


Ob. Burt it will be objeed, that God drawes 
jo every man. 
": I agſwer,that the context concludes againſt 


this. For Chriſt doth bring this in, to ſhew 
the reaſon, why many did nor receivg his 
DoRrine z and he concludes with this, that 
men therefore doe not receive it, becaule 
God dath not draw them : None can come #un- 
18 me exceps my Father draw them. | 
06. ' Iwill anſwer one obje&ion more aud ſo 
conclude : If wee are dead, to what end is the 
law given, whyare wee commanded to doe 
thus and thus,if we be dead ? 4 

w, Tothis I anſwer, that the Law is given to 
this end, to ſhew us our weakneſſe,and to leade us 
#nto Chriſt : itis not given us to keepe exaQtly, 
for that is impollible :18 wes impoſſible to keepe 
i through the weakneſſe of the fleſh Rom ,8,z.the 
Law was therefore given that wee mipht 
know our weakneſle,not that we ſhould keepe 
it, but char Chriſts righteouſneſſe might be fulfil 
ted in wby faith Gal.3.24.the Law u tr ſchool. 
maſter tobring us to Chriſt, that we might be 1n- 
/ified through faith ; That is, the end of the 

aw. 


— 


06. But itwill be objecd : that in as much as 
we are commanded rodocthings impeſlible, 
mans | 


n ——_—_I 


is ina deepe Vell, bound hand and foote, ro 


.betweene the externall binding,and the bonds 


of Spirituall Death and Life. Tl | 
mans nature is deſtroyed, for man is a frce| 
creature.Secondly, the command implies an | | 
abſurdicy, and impoſlibility,to bid a man doe 

that which he cannot doe; to bid a man that | 


come out himſclfeis foeliſh ; yee may blame | | 
him for falling in, it is abſurd to bid him come | 
Out. | 


To this anſwer, that there is a difference | 4»þv. | 


wherewith a man is fettered by ſinne; There 
is anexternall impediment, whicha man can- 
not remove when hee is fettered in the Well; 
out there is no externall impediment, when 
as men are bound inthe chaines of fin, VVhen 
wee command you to doe thus andthus, all 
the buſineſſeis with the will, we rather ſay men 
will not,then they cannot come; Thereis liber- | 
ty when as a man hath e/zzibile or yon eligibile ;' 
when hee hath a thing in his owne choyſe, 
whey there is no impediment, when hee may! 
argue both wayes: Ifa manour of the perver{ſ- 
nefſe of his nature doth it nor, it 15 not come! 
pulſory,but free a beaſts aQion is free be-! 
cauſe he cannot reaſon on both ſides, but man 
when he conſiders arguments on both fides, 
when he can ſay,doe notdoe ſuch a thipg, bur 
doe ſuch a thing ; when he can conceive argu. 
ments,on both (ides,he is free, there is noſuch 

externall impedimept in him, asto bid one in 


darkneſſe, rodoc a thing of the light, or one| 
D bound 
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Uſe Is 


bound hand and foote in a pit, ro come out z 
fince the chicfe impediment here, 1s 1n the 
depraved wils of men,which God dothreGity 
and change by his grace & Spitit,through the 
uſe of meanes. 

If thenevery manout of Chriſt bee in an 
eſtate of death,let every man examine him- 
ſelfe,and couſider whether he be 2 dead man 
oz no;this is the great quere or queſtion inthis | 
mutability.and incertainety of things, Let us | 
make the life to come ſares our lite 1s uncere | 
taine herezbut have wee this ſpirituall life, are 
wee living men? then we are happy: bur are 
we dead? then he that is not partaker of the 
firſt reſurreRtion, ſhall not be partaker of the 
ſecond. Itis too lateto begin tolive,when we 
aredying; certainly narurall death is a time 
of ſpending, not of getting or inquiring after 
life : If zee deferre this ſearch while yce arc 
in health, when yce Jye on your deaths bed, 
when you ſhall fee heaven and hell immedi- 
ately preſented unto you, this queſtion will | 
hold you ſolicitous, and then you ſhall ce | 
that this ſpirituall life, is the life indeed, The | 
time of this naturall life, is not Jong; the Car- 
dleburnesnotlong if it burne out;; yet it is 
oftner blowne out, than burp evt ;,men oft- 
ncr fall downe than come downe trom the 
tree of life: this Tabernacle: is often throwne | 
dowue before it fals downe, therefore in this 
(bort life make your ſelves ſure of eternal! 


— 


life. Now | 


Ree 


no EIS ee ED; 


—— 


| 


| 
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Now there are two things which hinder 
this ſearch and inquiry after ſpirituall life. * 

The firft is a falſe opinion; men thinke 
themſclves inthe waics of life, being in the 
waies of deathz they thinke there is a greater 
latitude in the Goſpell than thereis. 

The ſecond is,men are not at leyſure; there 
are millions of buſineſſes in their heads,tothat 
they cannot hearken ro the whiſperings of 
conſcience they have no ſpare time tobe wiſe 


| unto ſalvation ; if w## be our wiſedome therefore 


to conſider our end, Dewt.32.29. To helpe 


| you therefore in this Quere, whether you are 
dead or alive? Conſider fictt,if ever you have | - 


beene dead. Secondly,if ye have becne dead, 
whether yee are madealive. 
Firſt I ſay, conſider whether yee have bin 


|| dead or no; I meane,whether finne kath bin 


-made alive in yau,that you might dye.Kom.7, 
9,10, 1 was alive without the Law once, but 
when the Commanaement came, ſinne revived, 
and 1 dyed; that is, the Commandement awa- 
kens my ſinnes, and they being alive I dycd; 
finnc when itatlrights nota mans conſcience, 
then hee is dead; when it wounds the con- 
ſcience,then heis alive, 

The Law being brought to the ſoule by 
the Spirit, yee ſce the reRirude of the Com- 
mandement, and your owne obliquity and 
cr2okedneſle; finne isalive and yee dye, Pe- 
ter preaching to the Iewes, A#. 2. recites to 


D2 them | 


mu 
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q 


| in priſon, then their finne in ſelling thei; brother 


{ you>that is, hath it bred ſuch an apprehenſion 
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them their ſinnes in crucifying the Lord 
of glory , which finne was made a. ive, and 
pans thems at their hearts, Sinne was dead 
in Daw, till Nathan and the Law came unto 
him, after ward hee lived and was humbled , 
Luke 5. peter ſecing Chriſts divinity by the 
draught of Fiſhes, cries out, Depart from wee 
Lord,for I am-4 ſinfull man, hee hid- innes in 
him before, but they were dead; then they 
were made alive. Pawu/,he bad finnes that were 
dead in him, but when the outward light 
which was but a tipe of his light within, did 
ſhine about him, then hee dies, and his ſinnes 
were madealive :So Zoſephs brethren had ſins, 
butthey were not madealive #i4rhey were put 


Ioeph lived,and they dyed. Hath finne ever bin 
alive in you by the commandemens to flay 


in you, as of death; (not a figh or two for a 
day (that is no ſlaying of you, bur yee muſt ap- 
pretend finne as death, as one thar isto be ex. 
ecuted, forthwith apprehends death, ſo muſt 
you apprehend ({tane) thea it is a ſigne, that 
there is life within you. , 
Secondly, are yee made alive aggine > Is 
there ſuch a change in youas if yee were other 
creatures,as if yee lived another life? VVherc 


| 
| 


this life is,it works analteration and a change, 
gives us another being, makes us to'bce no 
mote the ſame men; whoever uw in Chriſt &, a 


—_— 


| 


new 
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7 creatnre, it workes a gererall change from 


leath to life ; it makes all our ations to be 
igorous., like the aRioris of living men, O/d 
bings paſſe away, all things beceme new, it 


Fakes men leadeanew lite: If old aquaintance | 


d Tuſtecs would draw us away, we anſwer 
hat we are dead that welive no moetotheſe, 
atrow we have not eur owne wills : Chriſt 
ves in uw ana workes inw, Gal.2.,20. It is not 
that live, but Chriſt lrves in me. The ſame mind 
ill be inw that was in Chrift leſus, Phil.2,5. 
low if ye defire to know whether Chriſt live 

you or BO, or whether youare in an eſtate 

death; you mult ſee whether you have theſe 
70 things which are inevery one inwhom 
brift liveth: firſt ſee whether you live to him; 
aicd that we ſhould not live to our ſelves, but 
Win a/one. ln morall thingsthe endard prin- 
le are all one. Before Chriſt lived in you, 
ycudid was frcm your {clves,ye were your 
ne pritciple and cod : but Chriſt livirg in 

u, there is another end ; yeeye Chriſt, ye 

dke to him), all that ye.doc is done in pes 
vitis dence for him and from him. 


But how can Chrik bcethe end of our cal- 
es,cating cripking, and rccreations? | 
anſwer,that cf cvcry ation Chriſt muſt be | 
end, yee muſt doe as a man in a journey | 
ugh every f{cp ie treawes ke thinkes not of 
journevs nd, yet the generallaywme of; 
bry 009 mutt be forthat <0, andthat cau-1 
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ſeth every flep: ſo in all yee doe, the gencrg . 


end muſt be Chriſt. 
' Secondly if Chriſt live in you, your bea 
cleave to him, asto the Principle ot lite , 
|thechild to the dug, orthe elementco its nai 

rall place. What ever our life is, wee cleave 
it; Some place their lite in their credir,iake 
way it, and they dyc ; others 1n riches; take 
way them,and they periſh, VV hat ever is ye 
god, if it be takea away,you periſh. Ther 
lhp.6.68. when Chriſt demauna's of the twel 
whether they wonld likewiſe goe away ;, P 
makes this anſwer, Lord, whither ſhall we ; 
thou haſt the words of eternall tife. 
Thicdly, ye may know, what life ye live, 
the food that feeds ir. Oyle feeds the Lam 
fuell the fice: If your life be fed with.the du 
of obedience, then ye live. 1f yee keepe 
Commandements , yee ſhall livein them, a 
Chriſt : you ſball livein them as in your p 
per element, as the Fiſh inthe water ; eve 
motion out of it, istodeath: There are 
forts of men to whom this triall doth 
long, 

The firſt are thoſe, who have « name they 
and yet are dead, like the Church of Sarda, | 
3.1, 

The ſecond to whom this befongeth,are / 
whoeare dead indeed, 

The firſt of theſe, are like the Angelst 
take bodies, and doe ations; they arc not! 
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Wee preachto men, yet they arethe fame this 


” | 


I j 


! patſages of Gods providence into nouriſh. 


ly livirg men, though they ap peare to be. Now 
the ſignes that CharaReriſe rheſe dead men 
from thoſe that are truly living ,are five, taken 
from the ſignes of the fained lite, in the Spirits 
that have true bodies but onely in appearing, 
whereby they are diſtinguiſhed from bodies 
that truly live, 

Firſt, Angels that take Aſſumed bodies, 
cate and drinke, and are net nouriſhed : as the 
Angels that came to Lot, and Abraham, and had 
created bodies: So rheſe dead men doeall the 
actionsthat living men doe; they heare, the 
pray,they read,but they turne it not into fAlcſh 
and blood, becauſe there is no life in them: 
they are not the ſtronger for hearing, orany 
thing they doe ; they thrive not, as thoſe thar 
have the Boa/im#a, they care and drinke nor, 
becauſe there is an Atrophy in thair bodies, 


yeare they were the laſt: they have a name to 
live and yet they live nor, they. turnenot _ 
meanes to fleſh and nouriſhment; ir is a ſigne 


of a living man that he growes. That which | 


is ſaid of a good will, that it makes uſe of every 
thing ,may be ſaid of grace, Ir turnes all the 


ment; ſtormes a+ well as faire gales, helpe a 
living man tothehaven; AfMiRien,proſperi- 
ty, all pug him on and helpe him forwards. | 
Take one not having this life, doe what yee | 


will, kce thrivesnot 3 as an unthritr, put him | 
tO | 


The charafters 
of thoſe thar 


a'e ſpirituall 
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to what trade yee will, he thrives not, hee is 
Rillon the loſing hand; ſotheſe men, proſpe- 
rity,adverfity, helpe them not: pur any thing 
to a dead man todoe, he doth itnot; ſo theſe 
men, the Word and Sacrament helpes them 
not,becauſe they are dead, 

Secondly, the motions of the Spirits that 
take Afﬀumed bodies, is not from any in- 


| ward principall, not from the motion of lite 


within: ſotheactions of men that are not alive, 
are notfrom the principles of life, they are 
not vitall motions, butas inother ations,the 
Wheeles gocas long as the ſpring is up that 
moves them;{o the ations of men that are 
dead,as long asthe ſprings are up & the influ- 
encecontinues,they move. VV hen theyare ſick 
and apprehend death,then they will doe many 
things; but theſe being gone their goodneffe is 
ended : whilft they deepely apprehend ſome 
accident, they will be good, that being gone 
and forgotten, their goodnefſe ends : Many 
whiles they have good acquaintance,and are in 
good company,will be goud, but when they 
are gone,their goodnefle ceaſeth. Theſe men 
have goldenoutfides, they ſeeme to have the 
Kings ſtamp upon their actions, yet they arc 
but countertaite; they pay God in counter» 
faite Coyue,not in currant mony;their ations 
have a forme of religion, but yet the power is was- 
twp ; all they doe is but a meerc formality ; 
their Prayers, their Sabath keeping arc bug in | 


(* Vs, 
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(hew, thoſe ations and duties that have; 
moſt power and life in them, they doe leaft of 
all reliſh, they taft them nor becauſe they have 
nolife in them. Ingenerall,all the ations that 
men wanting life doe,they are but dead works, 
they may beedeceived with them for a time, 
but when death comes, they ſhall fiade them 
to be but dead. Remigius a judge of Laurence | 
eelsthis ſtory, that the Divell ia thoſe parts 
did uſe to give money to Witches, which did 
appeare to bee good coyne, ſeemed tobe cur-. 
rant money at firſt;but being laid up a while,it | 
thenappeared to be nothing but drycd leaves : 
ſo the Divell deccives men now, hee makes 
them tro do outward aftions, which havea} 
faire ſhew,bur when they necd them,they the 
appeare as they are, to be nothing but dead 
leaves,becauſ the Principle of lite is wan- 
ting. 

Arhird property of Aſſumed bodies is this, 
thatthey are taken up onely for a time, and 
then are laid downe againe, as the Spirits | 


| that take them liſted , ſo in theſe men which 


ſceme to live, there is an inconflancy and muw- | 
eabilityin their lives, they lay downe their re- | 
ligion as occafion ſerves, If that they did! 
was done in reſpe& to God, it would be al- 
waics the ſame, the campany and occaſions 
would not alterit; but becauſe ir 1s not done 
inceſpe& to God, therefore as their compe- 
gy and occaſions are m_—— ſo is their reli-) 

ion. 


i 
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gion. They are « inconſient 4 Clouds witheur 
rajne that ere quickly ſcattered; like wandring 
Stars, or Like the morning dew, that is ſoone | 
| dryedup. The Saints haye ag inequality in 
their lives, yet they never dye againe; they 
may be fickly,bat 1heſe men are nvice deed, Trees 
plucked wp by the rootes,that never grow againe: 
The Saints may bee as ſheepe foyled with a 
fall, but they can never become Wolves againe, 
bur cheſe men they rurne Wolves againe,fo 
did Pharoab and Saul. The Saints have their 
| Tarbiga inter walle, their ebbing aud flowing, 
their full and their waine ; but yet al the 
cloudings doe but obfcure their graces, not 


} cxtinguiſh thera : the darkenefſe of the night 


extinguiſherh not the light of the Stars, bur | 
covers it; ſo doc theſe — but onely 
cover the graces of the Saints. All the good- 
nefle of = 6 men that ſeeme to live, are but 
Lacids imervalla, they are goed but by fits, 
when as thoſe that liveare bad but by fits, Ne/- 
lam fiilom e# diuturx#, their goodnesis bur 
counterfeir, therefore it laſts not, it holds 
not Our, 

Another diſtinguiſher of thoſe walking 
Ghoſts from living, is this: the ations they 
do,they do them not as living men doe, oy 
make apparitions onely and vaniſh. Thoſe 
men that have nothing but civility, it quickly 
vaniſherh, they are like the Church of Serds, 


Reve.3.1. that bad « name free lived, _— 


Wa4s 


- 


| of Spirituall Death _—_ 


—_— — 


{ Pas 


| outſide, they are nor perfe, yee ſhall know 
| then by their workes. 


| ſee thtm dee * 


1 fled, Jam .1.279, Ii they faile in che duries' of 


r———— 


was: acad ; Their workes ' are not perfe 
thronghour, they were burlinſey- nal hey 
were nut thorow paced inthe waies 
bur ſhuffe|;they > arborh,8& comprehend 
neither; they doe many things, but not all, ay 
the young man that came ro Chrift, Chri# 
look: d on him,and lougd him; what diſtioguiſh- 
cd him ? One thing was wanting, his workes 
were vet petfe, bis heart was ſet upon” his 
wealth,he wovld doe any thing elſe, his heatr 
was net weaned or divorced from it Saut bad a 
nameto live, hurt yet his workes were ti6t 

&, when Sami came wet, then hee was 
diſcovered, that was but his triall, heewould 
not zeſt in God, Herod did many Fhangs, yet 
he was mot perfeR, he would not leave his in- 
veſt; ſpall char have bur a forme. of rel 
they are Wolves though they have aſleepiſh 


Bur what workers arc. thoſorhat we cannot 


I anſwer,they may beexa@ in the firf}, yet 
faile inthe fecond Table, and thoſe that prac- 
tiſerheduries of the 2 Table, faile in the du- 
ties ofthe firſt, If taenbe -exa@ inthe duties 
of boch Tables, their relrgion i pure and whde- 


one table, ro make their religion pure, © to 
mend in the other. Theſe civill mea wieng 
chemſelics with a 


ovf. 


no than, yet they comer 
E 2 bare 


— 
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' 1bare formality; this'is aotpure religion: wee 
{ ſay this'is a pure: religion, it yee be ferventin 
prayer, and contcat not your ſelves with 
| formalicy: . of Religion : without the pow- 


ef.: ;;1: C2) q 4 
| -Laftly cheſewalking Ghoſts, do but ſhew 
themſelves to men, they. company not with 


Ne: ſhall kpow living>men, by: their compa- 
nyirig:and loving ofthe Saiirs;as ſheepe and 
Doves they are never out of company, 
and- :keepe. no ' other company but their 
ownes! : Yee ſhall finden others thoſe diffe- 
reNCES. ; S'7 | 
. Firft, eyther they delight not in all the 
Saints z3 Vee mwſt love all the Saints, this 


lovenotallthe Saints. '_ + 


becauſe they are Saints, thea thoſewho are 
not Saints,yee doe not love; thatis, yec love 
none, with the love of fricndſhip,and intimate 
| familiaricy but the: Saints; yer love them with 
a love of pitty;and we all faile inthis love. 
Thirdly,they doe not love thoſe that excell 
in vertse, If your hearts be notrighr, yee dif- 
like all thoſe thatgoe beyond you in holineſſe, 


- 
4* 
+4 * # 


” 


ly,though they makea ſhew, they love 


ee mm 


themy ye ſeerhem and heareno more of them, | 


partisle a8, is-putinel Pavlt Epiſtles, thelc. 


Secondly jf they. love all.che Saints, yet 
they love not the Saintsonely, yee muſt.love 
©. | nonebur the Saings, If yee: love the:Saints 


| 


— 
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—_ 


them 


-— 
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| | Challknow them by theſe markes or Symp- 


:|thereis life inthem, as -Charcole-is quickly 
[the Saints are ſoone kindled, becauſe they had 
. | wood, or rather asmatterthar is not-Combu- 


|hotwith fire; living men, admonitions and 
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them, yertthey doe not fhew the effeRs of | 
theirloves to them, And thus much for the 
helpes and diſcovery of the firſt ſort of men, 
that have a name they live, and yet are 
dead.' 4 

The ſecond fort of men to whom this uſe 
is direed,are thoſe who are quite dead, yee 


tOmes.. 
Firſt, yee (hall fide coldnefſe in them; in 
death there is no heate:o their prayers and 
performances are cold, they are dead, wanting 
tervency; | oF 
But the Saints want heate as well as others, 
they alſo are cold, ; 
I anſwer,though ſometimes they want it, yet 
they. are quickly made hot egaine, 'becauſe 


kindled, becauſe it hath beene in thefire; ſo 
firg in them before, Others are. as greene 


ſtible,as the Adaiant, that will nor be made 


; \the fire of good company will neate againe, ſo 
| will ix.not the others. | 


' |that which humorsthem. Are yece traGable ? 


—— ih. 


Secondly,yce ſhall know them by their ſtif 
neſſe and hardneſſe. Ir is a ſigne of death to 
be infletible: Wicked men areas hard as flint 
tro Gods commandes, but as ſoft as waxe to 


E 3 ' doe 


CY 


2 
The markes 
a'"d (ignezof 
thoſe who 
are \piritually 
dead, 
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doe youdelight in your ownc waycs, and yer 
continue the ſame men, keepe the fame com- 
pany * Doe yecabide ſtill in the ſame place, 
orgoonintheſametraQ? then yee are dead: 
In mary things you may be tractable, but the 
maine is, whether yce are flexible in thoſe 
things that are connaturall unto you : theſe 
deale with us as /ohenan did with ereminb, ter. 
42. heſaid he would goe downe into- Exypr, 
he would doe any thing, rhet God bid 
him whether it were god or bad; but when Jere- 
my bad told them that they muſt not goe 
downe into Egypr, then they (2 _— ſake 
falſe,God did mot ſend: bim : If Gods will had 
ſuted with his,hce would haye done what hee 
would have had him to doe: your triall is when |* 
you mult offer up your /axck, when you yu 
part with thoſe things that are moſt ſweertf 
unto you, | 
Thirdly, dead men are ſencelefie, like Idols 
that the Plalmiſtſpeakes of: #hey have ryes and 
ſee nov, eares anal not, montbes and ſpeake 
ner, feet and watke not, they have ſexces to di- 
ſcerae, but there is yer an inward eye, they 
want; they ſee nobeauty in the wayesof God; | 
therefore they thinke there is no ſuch marter, 
becauſethey have eyes & ſee it not,they have | 
mourhes and taft it nor, they reliſh it not, they | 
ſwell noſweet ſavour, trom the graces of the | 
Saints, wheivas the graces of the Saints have a 


ſweet ſavaur,like aw eyutment powred out Cant. 
- I.2.! 
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- | ningsor promiſes,the more life is in us. | 


' | no breath in them, Oe of the abundance of the 
' | heart the month ſpeaketh. The dry and empty 


| heaven, Eſay.1 9.18. they fpeake the language of 


fan indiſpoſition by reaſon of ſome finnes, 
| which make them like to ſprings which are 


-as they arc in their ordinary courſe;the mouth 


{ operations, inthings that are ſutablero him ;| 


JI 


1.2. S0 for feeling,they feele not, they are not 
ſencible of the judgements or threatniogs;the 
Law nor the Goſpell move them nor, they 
have herd and inſenſible harts; the more in» 
ſenſible they are, it is a figne, they are ever 
dead : the more ſenſible we are of the threat- 


Laftly, dead men are ſpeechleſſe; there is 


channell drives not the Mill, but a full fireame 
ſets it on worke, If the heart bee full of life, 
the tongue is full of good ſpeeches. Prov. 10. 
The word' of the righteous are as fined fulver be. 
cauſe there isa treaſure withinthem ; but the 
words of the wicked are nothing worth, becauſe 
their hearts are evill. As it is ſaid of evill 
men, that their tongues are ſet on fire of hell ; ſo 
the rongues of the righteous are ſet on fire by | 


Canaan,ln hypocrites there is Joquacity as bla- 
ſing mereors,and in Saints there is ſometimes 


dammed up with ftones and mudde, Yet 
judge not of them by ſuch fits, but take them 


ſpeaketh out of the abundance of the hearr. 


Every man is delighted in ſome geniovs| 


if there be aboundance of life, aboundance of 
: | grace ' . 


* 
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| Objeft, 


efnſw. 


Objeft. 
An. 


| 


grace within a man,he _—_ to ſpeake of it: 
as all menare ſeyerally diſpoſed,ſuchare their 
ſpeeches. Now all rheſe are privative fignes 
of death;I will ade one more that is poſitive, 
Fiftly, looke waat life a man lives,he drawes 
to him the things that nourith it, and ex- 
pelleth that which hinders it. If a man bee 
aliveto finne, he drawes that which is (infull, 
but holineſſe and the meanes of grace, hee ex- 
pels' as contrary to him : What doth ſatisfy 
his luſts, that he deth; he may doe good for 
atime,bur he is quickly ficke of it. 

But Idoe much go0d, [ abftaine from much 
evill,may ſome ſay. 

Tothis I anſwer,that if one member lives, 
it-is a ſigne that the whole body lives; {o it 
one morrall finne live in you, it is a {igne you 
are dead. Truth of grace cannor ſtand wirh 
one mortall ſinne unrepented,unſubdued : one 
diſeaſe kils a man as well as an hundred;ſo one 
living luſt kils you» Doth any luſt live and 
reigne in them, it kils them. 

But what is it to live andtoreigne? 

I anſwer, when a manccaſeth tro maintaine 
warre with his luſt,and reſiſts it not; when a 
man layes downe the weapons, when he ſcerh 
his Juſt is naturall to him, and therefore 
yeelds unto it,then ſinne reignes in him. There 


is no man that lives the life of grace, buthee 
hath this property,that hee ſtrives againſt all 
finne tothe utmoſt, not in ſhew, but ia ſince- 


rity; 


—_ 


— 
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rity ; he ſtrives againſtthe occaſions of -finne 
though they foyle him, hee ſtill maintaines 
warre againſt them,and fo they live, and reigne 
got in him. 

2 If every man out of Chriſt be inan eſtate of | x,p 2, 
death, letus net deferre repentance, bur doe 
it whilſt wee may. Repenrance makes adead 
man tobe aliving man:VV hat is icthat makes 
youdeferre repentance ? yeethinke yee can 
change your courſes,& ſorrow when you liſt, 
therefore ye deferre it. If men be dead,andre- 
pentance puts as it were anew {oule into the, 
makesthem to paſſe from death tolife, then 
is it not ſo caly a thing, Suppoſe -yee had 
Ezckiahs warmine, iS it 1n your powerto make 
your ſelves live 7 no, it is beyond your power; 
God onely can doe it, Every man lyes 
before Ged,as that cled of carth,out of which 
Adam was made. God muſt breathelife into 
him,clſe hee continues dead. God doth not | | 
breathe life into all, He quickews whom he will, 
Ir is your wiſedome therefore to waite on 
him in his Ordinances:if you have good mo- 
tions begun in you, preſſe them forwards,they 
are offprings of life. Thinke ſeriouſly,am 1 
dead,or alive?It dead,why then ſay,its not in 
my power to quicken me, its onely in God to 
docit, and he doth this, but in few, thoſe 
whom he quickneth arc but «s Grapes after the 
Vintage,or as the Olives after the brating; how 

then ſhall I bee in the number? Give = 
F {elves 


te tos a 
ee 
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Uſe 3» 


doth di 
| 


{clves no reſt; know that it is God that brea- 
theth,and then depend on him, Make that uſe 
of the docrine of eleftion, with carc and. 
more ſolicitude to Jooke to your ſelves. Phil, 
2-God workes both the will and the aced of bis 
good pleaſure, worke out therefore your ſalvation 
09 3% and Trembling. If repentance be a 
paſſage frem death tolife, if it bee ſuch a 
change, then labour for togetit, The Spirit 
doth not alwayes firrve with men ; yee are not 
alwayes the ſame, yeewill ticke in the ſand, 
grow worſe and worſe, if yee grow not better 
apd better. No more power bavye you to 
change your ſelves, than the Blackamore hath 
to change bis skinne, or the Leopard his pats; the 
time will come, when you ſhall fay as Spirs 
did: O how doe [ deſire faith, would God 1 
had but one drop of itzand for ought we know 
he had it not. 

Thirdly,learne hence to judge of naturall 
men; for all the excellency they have, yer 
they arc bur dead men; If a man be dead, we 
doe not regard his beauty, all excellencies in 
naturall men, are but dead. It is a hinderance 


{ inthe wayes of God, to over-valew-outward 


excellencics, and to deſpiſe ethers that want 
theſe trappings: let us ſay for all theſe excel- 
legacies, yet he is buta dead man,we knowe nowe 
aſter the fleſhany more,2.Cor.5.16., Apgainefor 
your delight in them, know thae this death 
from naturall death; for _ 
dea 
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———— 


WE” of Spiritual Death and Life. 


dead menare aQive,& ready to corrupt others, 
they have an influence, that doth dead thoſe, 
who are converſant with them, ſinne commu- 
nicates as well as grace, Nothing ſo greata 
quench-cole, as the company of men : 
rhereisan operative vertue inthem to quench 
mens zealc, as the dropping of water will 
quench the fire, though they cannot wholly 
extinguiſh it being once kindled, 

Fourthly, if all out of Chriſt are dead, 
learne to judge of the Ordinances of God, 
and the meages of ſalvation, ler us not un- 
deryalue nor overvalue them ; the Ordinan- 
ces cannot bring life, not the Vord, nor Sa- 
craments; If yee are ſicke and ſend for the 
Minifter, hee cannot quicken you; the Ordi- 
nance is but a' creature, and cannot give life. 
It we ſpeake to the eare,and Chriſt{peake nor 
tothe hearf, it is nothing: Let youreyes bee 
fixed on Chriſt, beſeech him to put life into 
you,pray to God for a bleiling: the Ordinan- 
ces are but dead Trunkes, as Pens withour 
lake, Conduit pipes withour water, Learne 
then thar God doth convay life by the Ordi- 
nances, that they themſelves cannor give life, 
therefore doe not overvalew them. Yet know 
withall, that God doth worke but by his Or- | 
dinances ; the Spirit breathes not in Taverns 
nor Playhouſes, but inthe Church aſſemblies. 
AF. 10.whiles Peter was preaching to Cornelims, 


| 


Uſe 4, 


and bis family, the Spirit fell upon them: ſo the 
; F 2 Spirit 
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| Spirit fed onerbers by laying the Apoffles hands 
| on ther, the Ordinances are the Yehicul/um of 
the Spirit z give what is juſt rothem,and no 


more ; give'them neither too little.nor too | 
much.NegleR netthe Sacrament, ye know not | 


wharyeedoe when yee negleRt it, yeethinke 


that.yee eate and arinke your owne damnation, if 


nee receive it unreverently ; Abſence from it 1s 
a finne as well as the remiſſe and negligent 
receiving of it, Sickeneſſe and death-yec 
care, why then doe you negleR the. Sacra- 


ment, why doe you receive it vaworthily > | 


Whenceare thoſe Epidemicall diſeaſes a- 
mongſt us? the cauſe of them is from hence, 
that yee negleR. the. Sacrament, that yee 


receive it unworthily. 1,Cor.11.30. For this | 
{ cauſe many are weeke and ficke among you, and | 


many ſleepe : Conſider the danger of negleRi 

the | 9m ny he that came not tothe nu aom_g 
muſt be cut off from the children of Iſrael ; the 
ſawe Equity remaines till in the, Sacra- 


ment; the cauſe of that was, - becauſe he was |. 


tocome vp with the. reſt, to remember the 
death of the firſt borne of Egypr, and the re- 


demption from their bondage, hee being pal-- 


ſed over thereby : It is now the ſame ſine to 
neglec the Sacrament, the Equity ftill-re- 
maines, Are yee ſo Frog in faith as yee need 
it got ? To bee abſent from the word, yec 


thiake it a ſinne: ſo is .it to bee abſent from the | 


Sacrament; nothing can excuſe you, If a. 


— 


| 
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maſter bid his ſervant doea thing ,and he goes 
and is drunken, ſothat he cannot dec it, will 
it excuſe hims ? If you have made your ſelves 
unfirto receive the Sacrament by committing 
any groſle ſinnes ; the unfitneſſe will not ex. 
cuſe you. If a man hath occaſion to ride a 
journey, if he miſſe one day, he will take the 
next : ſo yeif yee mifle the Sacrament once, be 
fure to take it the next time : It is*devided 
here,that ſo if yee mile once, yee may reccive 
it the next time; take heed therefore how yee 
ncgleQtit. The end of the Sacrament is to 
worſhip God, to ſet forth Chriſts death,it is 
the cheifeſt part of Gods warſhip; therefore 
give itthe cheifeſt reſpe&t. Now from hence 
ſee the neceſſity of this life of grace : how can 
yee come to the Sacrament, if yee are dead 
men? Labour therefore for this life of grace. 
And thus much for the firſt poynt,;hat 44 wen 
out of Chriſt are in 4 ſtate of death. 
Ve come now to the ſceond, and that is 
this, 
That all in Chriſt, are in.« ſtate of life, Our 
ſcope is, to ſhew you what you are out of 
Chriſt, and what benckts yee receive by being 
in Chrift; we cannot goc throughout all par- 


CC —_ 


——— 


#* The Sacra- 
ment is admi= 


niſtred twice 
every Terme, 
and ſometimes 
thrice, 


D#F, 3. 


ticulars, but wee willtake the greateſt, life and | 
| death ; the one the greateſt good, the other 
the greateſt evill. All in Chriſt are. livi 
men; this is the preat benefit, becauſedea 

is the greateſt evil! : therefore by the rule of 
| F 3 | . cot 
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contraries, life muſt be the greateſt good, Far- 
ther, -men prizenothing ſo-much as life z this 
| experience ſheweth, and Sathan himſelte 
could tell, that skinne for skinne, and all that 
a mas hath he will give for bis life Job. 1 Beyond | 
experience, God himlſelfe threatens death to 
Adam, asthe greateſt evill , The day that thou 
eateft of it thow ſhalt dye the death Gen. 3. Now 
all that live this life arc living men, and have 
all things pertaining to life,2.Pet.1.2. they have 
all that perteines tolife and godlineſſe, thatis,all 
things neceſſary for the nouriſhment and che. 
riſhing efthem, lite wereelſe unhappy z take 
beaſts and planes;tkey having all belonging to 
their life,are happy, and they are aig ts live: 
take any naturall life, when asa man hath food, 
and rayment, and recreation, hee is faidto 
live. A ran lives when he hath life, and all 
that appertaines unto it. I will divide this 
Dorine iatotwo parts, and I will ſhew you 


020 
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two things. 
, Firſt, that there is ſuch a life as this, 
2 Secondly ,what this life is. 
I Firſt, that there is ſucha life, as this; Ir is 


needfullro ſhew you, tharthereis fuch alife, 
becauſe it is a hidden life. God hides theſe 
ſpirituall things, as he hid Chriſt under « Car- 
pemters ſonne : ſo he hides the glorious myſte- 
ries of the Sacrament, under the baſe elements 
of Bread and Wine ; he hides the wiſedome of 
God, wnder the ſool:ſhneſſe of preaching,he hides | 
thoſe 


mt 
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3+3.Our lives are hid with Chriſt in God, 
But from whom is this hidden ? 


and he ſeesrhem nor. 

But with what is this hidden 2 

I anſwer, that it is hidden: Firſt, with this 
naturall like, wee ſee ir not becauſe wee have 
this life ; it is hid, as the Sap inthe roote, or 
water in the ſpring, 

Secondly,it is hidden with a baſe outſide, 


having nothing ; Chrift had a baſe outſide 
(there was no forme or beauty in bim' that wee 
[howld defire him: ) and ſo have the Saints be- 
ing conformable to him; they are like other 
men for their outſides. 

Thirdly,it is hidden with miſ-reperts; thus 
Chriſt bimſelfe was hidden; he was counted 
4 Wine-bibber, a friend of Publicans and ſinners, 
one caſting out divels by Belzebub : and there- 
fore hee became 4 fumbling blocke unto many, 
The Saints are likewiſe miſrepreſented, they 
are evill ſpoken of, they are preſented to 
mens underſtanding otherwiſe than they are. 
There are a generation ofmen, that pervers 
the ftreit waiesof God, A2.13.20.that is, they 
make them ſceme crooked : though they are 
 iraight, norwithſianding, they pervert them, 


thoſe whow the world is not worth y of, wader 
ſheepes Shinnes, and Goates Shinnes,Heb,11,Col, 


Tan(wer,that it is hidden from naturall men 
as Colcursfrom a blind man; they are there, 


2.Cor.6, The Saints are 4s poore, 48 deſpiſed, as | 


| 
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Elay53, 


In Elegant and lively Deſcription, 


——— 


1g 


: Queſt. 


Anſw. 


| 


as a crooked,as a falſe glaſſe, doth pervert a 
face that is beautifull, repreſenting it in ano- 
ther ſhape;or as aſticke that is halfe inthe wa- 


| ter, and halfeout, ſeemes to becrooked, yer 


itis ſtraight in it ſelte, 
But in what is it hidden ? 


fountaine, as in the heart and foule, as inthe 
ſubje& wherein it dwels. Men whatever they 
profcſlc, belceve not this, becauſe it isa hid- 
den life ; what courſe then ſhall wee take to 
make you belecveir > The Scriptures you will 
not deny, yet you will bee as hard to beleeye 
them,as you will be te belecye there is ſuch a 
life ; We will therefore ſay ſomerhing , with- 
out the Scriptures, to per{wade you that there 
is ſuch a lifeas this, 

Firft, there is alife of the ſoule that it lives; 
as the Angels they move,a&, and underſtand, 


though they cate not; thexe is therefore alite, 


beſides this common life, 

Secondly, conſider the matrer of the ſoule, 
then yeeſhall ſee, that the ſoule lives fuch a 
life, as Angels dec; The ſoulcs of good men, 
leade fucha life as good Angels doe;the ſoulcs 
of bad men, ſucha life as bad Angels. The life 
of beaſts depends on the compaQure, and 


fouln lives firſt,and thea cauſeth the 


live , 


I anſwer,that itis hiddew in Cbrif, as inthe) 


| 


Temperature of the ſubſtance, as the Harmo- |. 
ny doth upen the true extent of every ſtring. 
With the ſaule of man it is otherwiſe; the 
body to 
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and bodies live together, Beſides it is cer- 
taine, that the ſoule ſhall live, when as the 
body is laid aſide; then it lives another life 
from the body : therefore it lives another life 
in the body. The higher faculties of the ſoule, 
the Vnderſtanding and Will, are not placed 
and ſeated inthe body, as other faculties are : 
the viſive faculry muſt have an eyeto ſee, the 
hearing faculty muſt have an eare|to heare, 
and fo the reſt of the faculties muſt haye their 
organs; butthe Vnderſtanding hath no ſuch 
organ, it onely uſeth thoſe things that are 
preſented to ir by the phanſy. Our fight, 
tceling,and hearing,periſh, when their organs 
periſh; burthe ſuperior faculties of the ſoule, 
weare not away,bur the elder the body is, the 
younger they are. The ſoule lives pow inthe 
objeQ,-1now in the ſubjef: it lives in the 
chings i is occupied abour; as the Angels 
areſaid to be, where they worke, becauſethey 
have no bodies as we have, to make them be 
locally there : ſo the ſoule it alſo lives, where 
it is occupied; as if it be occupied abour hea- 
venly things, then wee are ſaid, ts hove owr 
comver ſation in heaven, Take the underſtatie 
dingand faculties of reaſon, they ſway not 
men, but the Ideacs, trathes and opinions 
| that, dwell in this underſtanding, ſway men : 
There are three livesin man, there is the life 


of plants,of Beaſts or ſence, and the life of rea- 
| G ſons, 


—— 


live; it is otherwiſe in beaſts, their ſoules 
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| Firſt,ye ſee by experience,that there is a gene- 


fon ; I may adde a fourth, andtharis this ſpi- 
rituall life, which is an higher life of the ſoule; 
Where there isan evill life,there is death, bur 
where there is a good life, there is this ſpiri- 
ruall life : See it in the effeas, for theſe are 
but ſpeculations, 


ration of men, that livenota common lite,de. 
light not in vaine pleaſures, ſports and ho. 
nors, (there is no life without ſome delights:) 
their delights and life is not in outward things 
abroad;they havea retired and inward life at 
home. 

Secondly, there areno AQs, but for ſome 
end, there are men who make not themſelves 
their end ; if they did, they might then take 
other courſes, going with the ſireame, If 
then they make not themſelves their end, then 
they make God their eed, they ve not to 
themſelves but to the Lord, 1. Theſah, 3.$. 

Thirdly, they care net what they loſe to 

et adyantage to God; they are content to 
be deſpiſed, contewned to ſuffer Torwenes, 
impriſonments and death; they are content to 
doe that which is the ruine of their lives, 
which they would not doe, had they not a 
| more ſpeciall life within them. 2 Cor. 4, 11, 
wee which live are alweyes given up to death for 
teſaofake, tha the tife alſo of Iſa, might es 
made muniſ2ff in our mortall fieſb:That is, for 


| 


* * 


this cauſe God ſuffered his Children, tobe in | - 


I 
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danger; that men might know, that they live 
an other life, other comforts : this 
appeares by their readinefle tobe expoſed to 
death; all which ſhewes , that there are ſame 
that leade an other life. 

But it will be objeRed, that the ſuperſtiri- 
ous, and thoſe of another religion, will ſuffer 
death as well as the Saints : and morrall phi- 
loſophers are retired as well as the Saints: and 
thoſe who haye but -common graces , live 
this life as well as the Saints :.therefore theſe 
experiences prove net the poynt ſufficicnt- 
ly. 
| I anſwer,that it is true, that ſoperſtition doth 
worke much like religion, morrall vertue 
doth many things, like true holineſſe; and 
Commen grace, dorh much like true grace g 
yetitis no good Argument to ſay, that be- 
cauſea dreaming mandreames that hee ſees, 
therefore a living man thatdoth ſee, doth but 
as he. A pidure is like a living man, yet it 
followes not that a living man is dead,becauſe 


] the picture isdead ; it is no Argument to ſay, 


that becauſe morrall vertue,doth many things 
like true holineſſe, therefore true holinefle 
doth them not : They may bee like in man 
things, yet notin all things, the cauſe of all 
deceit is, becauſe we cannot diſcerne of things 
—_— I will ſhew you how theſe dit- 
cr. | 


Firſt, ſuperſtition makes men ſuffer much,as 
G 2 well 


Obje. 
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pron astrue religion, yetthey doe it out of a 
falſe opinion, the other from faith : the one 
doc it being helped by the holy Ghoft, the 
ether have a ſvperaaturall helpe from Sathan 
that extendeth nature beyond his ſpeare , the 
one doth it from grace, the other from delu. 
fion : the outward acts are alike, but the in- 
ward principles differ. 

Secondly, morrall vertue and Chriſtian hoe, 
lineſſe differ in working, the laſt is done of a 
(uddaine. A man is made a living man ſud- 
Cainely;though there are ſome previous difpo- 
fitions,yetthe ſoule is ſuddenly infuſed ; after 
this manner the Saints paſſe from death to 
life. Others have their ations by fre quent 
a&s andeducation,they are moulded to it by 
little and little. | 

Thirdly, in morrall men the change is never 
generall,there is no new birth in them;but in 
the Saints, «af things are new. | 
Fourthly, morallity doth: never change na- 
ture, but grace doth: the moſt wilde man in a 
countrey,the unlikelieſt wan of all others, re- 
ligion makes hima Lambe ofa Lyon, chough 
it wero unprobable, 

Fiftly,what did morrall men? they went by 
divers wayes, tothe ſame center; themſelves 
were their end; Epicwres thought one way 
the beſt, the Srozcks another ; butt the Saints 
| ſceke a bappineſſe,in denying themſelves, which 

helpcs to perteR them, . 
Laſt.) 


| 


—_— 


— 


wy 


> of Spiritual Death and Life. 


Laſtly, common and true grace, have many 
things alike, yet they differ in this; true 
grace doth things as a man doth naturall li- 
| ving ations; as a.man eates and drinkes with 
willingneſſe and propenſneffe, connaturally, 
and readily; ſo doth not the other, Thoſe 
who have onely common grace, doe all from 
reſpes and by-ends, their holineſſe/is but by 
flaſhes and firs, it_ continues not ; they are 
like violent motions,quicke in the beginning, 
and flower in the end; the higher they gee 
the weaker they are, But the motions and 
ations of the godly , are as a ſtone falling 
| | downwards, which moves faſter, and faſter, 
= it falles to the Center, where it would 
| | [bee. ; | 
| | Now wehavedoneall this, there js not yet 
[ſufficient ſaid, to make it ſufhciently appeare, 
| [thatthereis ſuch a life ofgrace ; theſe and an 
| [hundred other Arguments and reaſons, will 
- [not make natnrall men belceve,that many men 
| [live other tives than they. Bur wheathey ſee 
' [the life of holinefſe blaſe in their eyes, they 
| | [ay itis bur guildedover, it is but hypocriſy, 

| |Theſe reaſons may preparc and confirme,but 

' | they cannot perſwade; we mult therefore be- 

' leeve that there is-ſuch a life, 794» 3. Chriſt 
treats of this, that there is ſuchalitez he ze/s 
' | Nicedemwe, that he muſt live it, and be borne 
 |againe; He wonders atit,howit canbe;Chriſt 


- [therefore concludes in the 12.verſe : f 7bave 
i G3 vol 
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ſha | 
{thatis, it muft bec beleeved, thatthere is ſuch 


told you earthly things and yee belzeve net, bow 
hee beleeve if 1 tell you of heavenly things > 


alife: ſenſe belceves it nor, yet it is caſier to 
beleeve it, becauſe it is wrought on earth ; 
other things arc harder than this to beleeve, 
becauſe they are wrought in heaven ; though 


| this be wrought on earth, yet it is hard to be- 


leeve,and muſtbce beleeved. Andrhus much 
forthe firſt part of the doAtriney that there is 
ſucha life. 

Forthe ſecond, what this life is ; yee may 
know - one Contrary by another ; wee have 
ſhewed already what death, that is contrary 


[to it,is, by which yee may partly perceive, 


what this life isz yet we will give you ſome 
other fignes how to know it. This life isa re- 
all life, as reall as the other; though this life 
doth notconſiſt in eating and drinking, as the 
other doth; it is a life of faith, it is not 
ſcene, yet itis as reall as the common life,as it 
appeares by comparing it with the comon life. 
Firſt, in this common life of nature there 
muſt be temper of _ diſpoſition of inſtru- 
ments : ſo in this life of grace, there is a' 
frame of heart,and a compoſition of ſoule, on 
which itdoth depend; there are humors and 
ingredients ofthis life,and they arethe things 
yee know :there isa reality in this life as well 
as inthe naturall life. 
Secondly, as the naturall life hath a temper 


of body, hath divers mixtures, ſe ir abhorrs | 
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things that are hurtfull to ir,and deſires things 
' | thatcheriſh it: ſojn this life of grace, there is 
; | anappecrtite; thoſe that live, they are carried 
to the things that helpe them, they doe hun- 
ger after the word, and that that builds them 
up;they abhorre finne and Juſt that would de. 
ſtroy them. | 
{ | Thirdly,as in the naturall life, fo in this, 
there isa taſte,and palate,that helps this appe- 
' |tite. Rom.1242, Bee yes changed by the renew- 
ing of your minde, that yee may prove what 
| that good and perfet?, and acceptable will of God; 
that is, that yee may be able to diſcerne of it, 
as the touchſtone diſcernes of Gold, or the 
caſte and palate of meates. 

Fourthly,as in the orher life there is hun- 
gerandtbicſt, ſo is there inthisz menare ſen- 
ible of paines, and refreſhings, they are ſen» 
ſible of fiane, judgement and threatnings, 
which others are not,being hard and dead. 

Fiftly,asthe other life is fed with food, fo is 
this:the food which a man.cates is.not preſcnt- 
by turned into fleſh and bloud that nouriſherh , 
but there is a nutritive faculry,that nouriſheth 
Yau eurnes all wee cate into nowiſhment 2 
So the Saints, they. turne all the paſſages 
of Gods providence into nouciſhment;' they 
aſſimulate, and turneall things co a good uſe, 
[there is a living and virall faculty, in them 
that ſcts them forwards. Ephe 4.16.They being 


Wore 


| | knit #8 Chriſt, according to the effect uall power, | | 
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wor king in every part increaſe, and edifye thems- 
ſelves in love. 

Laitly, as this common life hath befide 
other-rhings that maintaine it, ſome other 
inadowments to helpe it out,as company,recte- 
atioh,riches,and the like: ſo hath this ſpiritu- 
all lite, it hath riches, and friends, it hath its 
heritage, company, habitation, (God's our ha. 
bitation from everlaſting) with the ſame reali- 
ty, though not with the ſame viſibility, and ſo 
expoſed toſence as the other. The cauſe of 
this life is the holy Ghoſt who is to the ſoule, as 
the ſoule is to the body; he is the cauſe of it ; 
the end of all of it,is the Lord;afs done to God, 
No other life is ſo, this life is of God, 
through God, and for God : when you finde 
ſuch a reality in your ations rending to 
_ , when he is your ayme,then yce live this 

ife, 

If this bee the condition of all that are in 
Chrift, fo live and be quickned, ſee what is 
expected from you to whem this talcnt is 
comitted, every excellency is atalent,it muſt 
not lye dead, but be improved for our ma- 
ſters uſe: the ſinne is great if yee doc it not : 
the negleQ being of a greater thing, the ſinne 
isgreater. God ſets a proportionable account 
on his benefits, and expects a ſevere account 
from us, if wee uſe them not, Beexhorted 


-|then to live this life ; ſome live much 


in a ſhort timez Some never live this 
lifes | 
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life; one man may live more in one day, than, 
another man ina hundred : for to live is no- 
thing, but to be ftirring and doing. 1 Tim.s5. 
6. thoſe who live inpleaſares are dead whilſt they 
live ; (o he that is occupied about riches or 
honors,is dead: allthat time that men are oC» 
cupicd about riches, aud their eſtates, about 
credit,honors, and the like, making them their , 
end; thatis, atime ofdeath: yee have lived | 
aolenger than yee have ated duties of new 
obedience, If you ſormmon up your lives ac- | 

| 


cording to this computation, to how ſhort a 
reckoning will =_ come? A wiſe man 
ſpeakes more in a few wozds, than a foole 
doth in a multitude : one peece of Gold hath 
more worth than a hundred peeces of Braſle ; 
as weſay of an empty oration, that there is 
a flood of words, but a drop of water; ſo if 
youcon(ider yourlives, and ſee how long yec 
have lived in death bungling out the teime,you 
will ſee that yce have lived but little in along 
time, therefore now bee doing ſomething ; 
redeeme thetime;, be buſy in doing or recei- 
ving good, be ſtill deviſingto doe ſomething 
for God, and to put it in execution : ſpend | 
your fat and ſweetnefſe for God and man; | 
weare out, not ruſt out ; flame out, not ſmo- | 
ther out ; burne out, be not blowne out. 50 
did Chriſt, ſodid Moſes, ſo did Paul, making 
the Goſpel to abound from leruſalems to Ihyricum: 
ſo did David, the text faith, that he ſerved aol 
. H H1me; 
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\ 85122; he did not idle it out,. that is, hee lived 
aot as his owne maſter, but he did doe it all [- 
to God, asto a maſter : All the worthyes of 
the Church have lived thus: and not onely 
they,but poore Chyiſtians they areſtill Coing, 
they ſerve God and ren, they are uſefull, 
theſe are the men that live, Thoſe who ſpend 
their time in ſports, ingaming, inbulineſſe, in 
ſcrving wealth and honour, thoſe who (pend 
their time in morrall diſcourſes, in hiſtories, 
in hearing and telling of newes, as the Athe. 
nians did: theſe are dead they doe not live x 
as we ſay of Trees, that if they bring not forth 
fruit, they are dead ; whatever men dbe if 
they bring not forth fruite they are dead, if 
| they glorifie pot God, they are dead. ;See 
whata price is in your hands, ſce what yee 
hive done, and mend whiles yee may ; be- 
ſtow not your price amiſſe. There are many 
Talents, yet none like this of life,; take there. ' 
fore the exhortation,Ga/.6.while yee have time | 
ave good; life 1s but an ating, yee then live 
when yee are doing good : ſee how many men 
fall from the Tree of life, as leaves in Au- 
tumnegkecandle of the life is quickly blowne 
out :have therefore a better lite in ſtore, bee 
not always beginning, alwaies building, ne- 
ver inhabiting, alwayes beginning, never fi- 
niſhing ; Stultitie ſemper incipit vivere : folly 
alwayes b-ginns to live, men are alwayes be. 
»1aning.and ncver goc'on.n Pet.4.3. Thinke it | 
| SO Un fof 
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ſufficient that you have walked formerly, as yee 
|: have done; the time which remaines, let us 
_ it precious,and beſtow it to betterpur- 
pore, | 

Ifevery one in Chriſt be inan happy eftate| U/e 2, 
of life; then let men from hence know their 
ftate andcondition, often refle& on their pri- 1 
viledges, behaving themſelves as men priſing 
them, beſtowing their time as well as may 
bez let as few riuulets runne out ofthis ſtreame 
as you can. Vee pray, that we may doe Gods 
will on earth, 4s perfet# as the Angels doe it in 
heaven; we (hould therefore praQtiſe this as 
we pray for: their life is without interruption, 
they are in communion with God ; letus then 
b-fJoing, having our thoughts above, let us 
{till be doing, letnot cares and buſineſle call 
us off; but ler us comfort our ſelves in God, 
aCtiog that which is for his glory : prize this 
life,eſteeme it much, know what yee have by 
Chriſt,and conſider the exce!lency'of this life. | 
| Thar yce may know the excellency of this life, : 
conſider it comparatively with this other life, 
that we live: It hath three properties wherein | 
it ditfers from, and excells this common life 

which we all lives 
| Firſt,itis aneternall life, Joh 6.7087 fatbers| r 
did rate mana and dyed, but he that eateth of 
this bread, ſhall dye no more,but he ſhall live for 
ever : that is, this is the adyantage that yee 
have, by the life that I ſhall give you: thoſe| 
H2 that 
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that did cate Manna,the food of Angels,dicd, 
and /obn 4.thoſe that drinke of this water ſhall 
thirſt againe , thatis, thoſe that live another 
life than this, (hall dye and thirſt; but thole | | 
that livethis life, never dve. To live this life | 
is when the {oule lives in the objc&; there is 
a living ia the ſubjeR, yet this ſpiritual life is 
whenthe ſouls lives in-the objet, when as 
it is ſet on God, Take men that live other 
lives, yee ſhall ſce that their lives areſhort , 
A min living in honour, that being the thing [:7 
he minds nd intends, it is 1n poteſtate hong- 
raxtis, thetc is no conſtancy init, ir*is brickle, | 
Ifa man livesin wealth, ſets his mind onir : | 
Ihy riches take their wings and fly away, Pro,2 ;. 
and then their life is ended. So if a manlives 
| in pleaſures and muficke, they paſſe away,and 
then he is dead;zthoſe who live in theſe things 
| | ſuffer:many fickneſſes and many deaths, as 
Qweſt. * | hisheartis more intentupon them. But may 
eAnſwar, | We may not minde ther ? Yes, es 1f we minded 
them wor, as a man may hearea talc, and have 
| his minde elſewhere, or as a man that baits ar 
an Inne, his mind is ſomewhere elſe; If yee 
minde them,yee dye in them;. hee that minds 
| the beſt things, there is no change in them. 
God isalwayes the ſame; ſo his favour and 


love is conſtant ; ſee therefore that yeeprize 
them. As a long time that is infinitely long, | 
| exegeds one that is a ſpan long in quantity, to | 
| doth this life exceed the naturall life, in | 
| per- G 


RR — — 
——_ 


uM | 


| of Spirituall Deathand Life. 53 


perpetuity ,andexcellesall other lives in excel- 
lencie. 
| Secondly,this life is a life indeed ;. as that S. 
| | Thar feeds 324 meate indeed; the other is not ſo; 

ſee all thecomforts ofthis lite,they arenot ſo 
indeed; take wealth, pleaſures, honours and 
the likezwealth is but a falſe treaſure : Zuk;16. 
| | 12, itis called the #nrighteows mammoen, the 
falſetreaſure: ( Falſus Hettor non oft Heitor:) 
{in-compariſon of the true treaſure it is ne- 
thing. Therefore Salomon,Pro.2 3.5. ſpeaking 
of riches ſaith ; Wilt thos ſet ohne ejes upon 
' [that which i not ? theſe riches are nothing : 
So for honours, all praiſe among men is no- _ 
thing,it is but vaineglory, and vaine becauſe 
itisempty and hathnothing init: ſo the plea- 
ſures of this life are bat ſad pleaſures,the heart | | 
is fad at the bottome : the comforts of this 
life, and onely theſe are comforts indeed: 
the ations of this life, are ations indeed. In 
cating and drinking there is ſweetneſle, but | 
| |when we feed onthe promilcs by faith, then | 
| |wetaſt ſweetneſle indeed in them. One that is; | 
weary,being refreſhed with ſleepe finds ſweet- | 
neſſe and caſe; but it is another refreſhing, 
that theſe finde who have bin- weary and hea- | 
vy laden with ſinne,and are now refreſhed, this 
- |brings comfort to rhe ſoule, So to thinke of 
houſes wife, childrep, and lands; to.confider 
all theaions that wee have done under the 
Sunne, and al!lthat we have paſſed thorow,is | 
| H 3 pleaſant : 
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pleaſant : but ro thinke of the priviledges wee 
have in Chriſt, that we are heires of” Heaven, 
Sonnes of God, this is comfort indeed : eſpeci- 
ally torhinke of the- good workes wee have 
dene; what good prayers wee have made, 
what good duties wee have performed, theſe 
arcactions indeed, and bring comtort indeed, 
All the a&ions of this life are aQtions indeed, 
this life is a life indeed; in death you ſhall 
finde it 6, that Chriſts body and blood are 
-meate and drinke indeed ; that remiſſion of 
linnes, peace of conſcience, are comforts in- 
deed,pcace indeed; they are fuch though now 
yee thinke not ſo; yee chen know, that 
this life is a lite indeed. | 
Thicdly,this life of grace is a prevailing life, 
ſwallowing vp the other, 2 Cor.4.4.the Apo- 
ftle deſired death: not #o be ancloathed, but to 
becloathed upon, that mortality might be ſwal- 
{ewed of bife ; that is, defiring death, Idoe 
not deſire to be deprived of the comforts of 
this life; then I were unwiſe: I would nor 
pur off my cloathes, but ro be cloathed with a 
better ſuite ; Idefire a life to ſwallow vp this 
lifes notas a Gulfe ſwallowes that which. is 
calt intoit,oras fire ſwallowes up the wood, by 
conſuming it, but alife that ſwallowes it up,as 


| perfeticn ſwallowes up imperfeCtion, as the 


perfeQung ofa picture ſwallowes up the rude 
draught, as perte& ill {wallowes up bung- 


ling,or asa manhood ſwallowes up childhood, 
| nor 


he, 
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not extinguiſhing it,but drowniog it thar it is 
not ſeene. The lite of grace being perfect, 
{wallowes up imperfeQtion; he that lives this 
life of grace, hath the imperfeQions of this 
life ſwallowed up: For example ; before wee 
live this life, wee magnitic riches honours, and 
Gugaes; but the life of grace comming, wee 
have other kinds of comforts then : as a man 
that is to bee made a Prince, contemnes rhe 


[things hee before admired. The weakenefles 


we are ſubject ro, are ſwallowed up in this 
life : all ficknefle and trouble are ſwallowed 
up in this: ſoare weakneffes, and imperfetis 
ons. This ſhould teach us to ſer a bigh prize 
uponthis life ofgrace ; that wee dye ho more 
ifwee live ir; that it is a life indeed, that ir 


{wallowes up this other life, compare it with 
other lives,ir farre excels them. 

Secondly, this life of grace muſt reeds bee 
moxe excellentthan the common life, becauſe 


| it makes a man a better man, much better than 


he was, this puts maa into a better condition: 
elevates him,puts him into a condition equal] 
tothe Angels, and beyond in ſome reſpeas, 


that cycry thing is made better, by mingling 
it with things that are better then it ſelfe, as 
Silver mixed with Gold, Water with Wine, 
are made better : There are two things requi- 


| | That yce may underſtand this, yee muſt know 


{red to make athing better. Firſt,thatrhat thing 


with which it is mixcd, be of a better nature 
than 
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than the thing irſelfe. Secondly, that there be 
agood union. Nothing putsſo high adcgree 
of excellency intousas this , that weeare uni- 
Fred unto-God,; this unity to God is the chee- 
feft good, Secondly,this union betwixt God 
and us is a perfet union. There are many uni. 
ons ; as firſt there is a. relative union,ſuchasis| | 
| betweene man & wife,Secondly therearearti- 
ficiall & naturall unions,as when two peeces of | | 
bords areput together, ſothat one couchthe 
other : ſo whengraine,and graine of another 
ſortare mixed together; there is a nearer uni- 
on thanthis, when as water and water are 
mixed together: nearer than this, is tho union 
that is betweene the ſoule and the body. Such 
a union as this, is there betweene us and Chriſt: 
we are in him, asthe branches in the vine; wee | 


A 


= ]areknittohim, this puts us into an higher de- 
ree of excellencie: (ilver mixed with gold is 
| tter;yetif we could take the ſpirits out.of 
. gold,& make ſilvertake the nature and quali- 
of it;it would be much becter. Wee put on 
the ſpiritand quality of Chriſt, when as wee 
live this life, Luſts which are moſt contrary 
to this life, puts us below men, makes us 
worſe than Beaſts, this life puts us beyond 
men, and makes us-<quall with Angels. All 
\mendeſire ſome excellency which is dene by 
| adding ſomething ito them; ſome deſire 
wealth, ſome learniag, ſome honour. Confi- 
der then if ye live this life yee goe beyond all 
| ; other Se/ 
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others: nothing beyond Gods Image;nothing 
better tobe united tothan God : letthis ſer the 
life of grace at a high rate in your affeQions; 
men do it nor, & therefore they deſpiſe religi- 
onin its ſelfe,& in thoſe in whom it appeares. 
Thirdly, yee have this advantage in this 
life of grace,it addes liberty to you, it makes 
youto doc thoſe things that otherwiſe yee 
could not doe: it makes yeeto pray,to repent, 
to beleeve, and to doe thoſe things without 
which there is no ſalvation: Looke on Chriſt, 
there are but few that can doe this ; there arc 
few that candelight in God, reliſh the word 
inits purity, take pleaſure in the company 
ofthe Saints :comfort themſelves in the Lord 
their God; this life gives liberty,which is an 
additionof ſome pertetion:it makes us todo 
things, that we could not doe before, and to 
doe them in another manner. A man having 
gotten an Art, hath liberty to doe thoſe 
things which before he could not: as one thar 
hath gotten the Art of logicke or geometry 
can doe that which before he could not doe : 
25 one in health hath liberty ro doe that which 
he could not doe being ficke : water being hot, 
hath liberty to heate, which it could not be- 
fore : There isno liberty to dee holy actions, 
but this liberty of the lite of grace; the Spi- 
rit of life addes liberty to doe the ations of 
life. 2 Cor.3.17. where the Spirit of God #, there 
# liberty, todoethings m_—_ before we could 
not 
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not doc; aSone having an Art can doe things 
that he could not doe before : This, though. 
you priſe it not, while your mountaine is 
ſtrong, yet the time will come when yee 
willnecd liberty to + Rr eruſt in 
God;and then yeewill 
of it : thischen ſers a price upen this life 
of Grace,and ſhould make you todefire it. 
Thirdly, if it be a happy condition, and 
that bee the priviledge of thoſe who arc in 
Chriſt, that there is ſuch a life for them; let 
this teach men to ſecke it, to live this life of 
grace, to get it if they have it not : to confirme 
ic ifthey have it; to abſtaine from luſt, the 
lickneſſe of the ſoule, and the meanes to 
quench this life : take heed- of eftranging 
your ſelves from God, wheis the principle of 
this life : take heed of dejeions of mind, the 
cloudings that damp this life. This life is to be 
active, to at much in the wayes of Gad;when 
a man is cheerefull and vigorous hee lives a 
life ofnature ; ſo in this life of grace, he that 
hath a quicke and nimble ſence, and is for- 
ward and buſy in good workcs, lives moſt, 
| hath moſt life:he that rejoyceth moſt in God, 


hath moſt comforts,hath moſt life; Take heed 
of the contraries, Idlenefle, ſenceleſneſſe, 


and barrenneſle are contrary to life, take heed 


of them: take heed of ſadneſſe thar ruſts the 
wheels of the foule, whereas joy doth oyle 


them, Doe all to further this life : aveyd all 
; that 
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that hinders ir. Labour now to be tranſlated | | 
from death to life : that which hinders us, is, 
that we thinke we are ina ſtate of life, when 
wearenot, Now yee may know whether yec 
arealive or no, by ſceing whether yee are 
deador no: But becauſe yee may be certaine | 
whether yeeare alive or not; I will give you 
ſome poſitive fignes of life to know it. 

Firft, yee are tranſlated from death to life, | 
yee arc living men fe love the Brecbrew, 1 Joh. 
3.14. 1fa wan be a living man, be lives in ano. | 775570." 
ther elemegt then he did before ; Every livin ; 
man converſerh _ thoſe of the ſame kind, 
as every creature doth ; Sheepe with Sheepe, 
Lyons with Lyons, Doves with Doves; ſo 
_ men will converſe with living men. 
Not loving the brethren, wee are in a ſtate of 
death : every creature muſt have anclement 
' [tolivein; a new life muſt haye a new cle- 
* {| ment: evill meg outof their companics,are as 
' I Frſhout ofthe water : every life hath ataſt & 
appctire,a new life bath a new raſt and. judge- 
ment, Pro.2 9.27.48 anjoft man i an abominati- | 
on.t0 the juſt: he that s upright in the way,ts an 
| | abomination tothe wicked: that is, one hates the 
' | thingsthatthe atherloves:hethar is alive,the | 
things which before he loved, he now bates: 
he hors che things, that evill men delight 
in. That whichis a dogs meate, is a ſheepes 
poyſon, asche proverb it :To that which wick- 
ed mendclight inzis as —_— as poyſon m_ | 
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juſt, To judge this life by, ſee what your 


| finnes not; that is, hee yeelds not to ſinne 


company and delights: are, nothing can bee 


lefſediſſembled than company, In his com | - 


pany man doth ſpeake out of the abundance 
of the heart, hethen bewrayes himfelfe whar 
heis: there is no dead man, nor livirg man 
bur hee is inward with the like :no ſfigne fo 
much poynted at in, the Scripture, as this, 
yee are tranflated from death to life, if yee love 
the brethren, t 10h.3.14. and loh. 13.3 5.By thu 
[hall all-men know that yee are my diſciples, if 
zee love one another : this rule will not deceive 

ou, 
Secondly, yee may know whether yee live 
this life,if yee contend for it : that life which 
a manlives, for it he will contend;he will let 
any thing goe rather than it. If yee live this 
life of grace, yee will maintaine it : and yee 
can doe no otherwiſe. 1 70hw 3. 9.Hee that 
borne of God canwet ſinne: tobe borne of God, 
is to leadea new life; hethatlives a new life, 
admits not.the things which tend to the de- 
ſtrujon of it : Compare this with the 1.P7e. 
2.11. abſtaine from fleſbly luſts, which fight 4- 
gainſt the ſoule : hee that is borne of God 


with his good will, bur ſtruggles againſt it; 
as one in health ſtrives againſt lickenefſe , re- 
ſiſtes the diſeaſe, and maintaines a warre 
againſt it, 

But yetthe beſt are foyled. 


Tis) 
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- £1: BY true, yeFhey ſtrive, they never yeeld , | Anſw. 
they maintaine a warre : andthis they doe not 
onely by diſcourſe, but there is a naturall 
{ | inſtin that puts them forwards : they may 
* | be caſt backe, yer they returne againe: they 
| may have alſickneſſe, that takes away ſence» 
they may ſwound and be aſtonifhed fort time, 
yet after they contend for life : every evill 
man contends for his life : he leads his- life in 
ſome luſt, from which if ke be drawne hee re- 
turncs againe : as a thing that is lifted from 
the carth, will fall downe to 'it againe : hee 
, | reckonsthe wayes of God hard, and oppo- 
' [fite to him : the wiſedome of the Spirit # enmity 
.} | ore fleſh : neyther can it be ſubject to the Law 
of God, Row..$, it cannot but reſiſts it, Eve- 
ry creature labours ro maintaine its being : ſo 
evill men continuing in ſinne, ſtrive naturally 
againſt all chat would bring them out of this 
| | life of Ginne1 ſo the Saints they live a life of | 
' |. grace, and labour to maintaine it. /ohx 6.68. | 
Chriſt asking his Diſciples whether they alſo| 
- | wouldgoe away? Peter made this anſiner, Lord 
whither [hall we goe thou haſt the words of cter* 
valllife; that is, whiles we conceive thee to 
be the principle and fountaine of this life, wee 
cannot depart from thre. The Saints wil let go 
friends and life, and all for this #fe; Count 
therefore of others and judge of yourſelves, 
by conteſting for this life ; ſtrive to maintaine 
it, let all goe rather thanit. 


I 3 "Thirdly, | | 


| 
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| 0hjet. 
eAnſw. 


".|ir by the fruites. Gal. 5.25. 1f yee live in the 


' | meſſe is not of God, fie that is of God doth net unrigh 


Thirdly, yee'may know wikether yee have 
this life in you or not, by the fruits of it, as 
the treeis knowne by its fruites. If the word 
 curne the tocke into its ewne nature,ye know 


Spirit yee will a//o walke in the Spirit; that is, | 
if yee profefſe your ſelves holy men, ſhew ic 

by walking in the Spirit : holy men will bce 
doing that which is good. This is the ſureR| 
triall, eur workes will not deceive us : other 
things which conſiſt in imagination may.1 1b, 
3.10. 1» thus the children of God ere manifeſt and 
the children of the Divill:who doth not rightcouſ- 


teouſneſſe. Conſider then what your walke and 
your aRtionsarc, and by them yce ſhall know 
this life. ; 

But how ſhall wee know whether we walke 
inthe Spirit orno? | 

I anſwer firſt, that there are many by- 
walkes, andif yce walke but in one of them, 
yee walke in the fleſh, and: not inthe Spirit, 
Jam 1.26. If any man ſeeme to be religions, and 
bridleth not his tongae, but deceiveth his owne 
heart, this mans religion # vaine : that is, hee 
chat makes this ſinne bis trade, and walkes 
ordinarily in ic, bis religion is vaine. Secondly, 
yee may know it by the guides yce follow. 
Evill meathey follow three M_— Epbe.2.4. 
they follow firſt the world, ſecondly, the Di- 


vill, thirdly, the fleſh, Holy men bave three 
| contrary 
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contrary guides, firſt, therenewed: part with- 
in; ſecopdly, the holy Ghoſt; thirdly, the 
cotirſe of the Saints. Go yee the broad way? 
opertet Santtos wadere per diverticula, the 


Saints doe not (0: follow yee the ſtreame 2 


wharare your aCtious ? Ephe.4. 17.1 charge you 


| have holy thoughts; yet they walke in-the 


— 


fulfill yce the will of the fle(h, or of the Spirit, 


that you henceforth walke not 4s the Gentiles doin 
the wanity 'of their minds: that is, holy men | 
may have vanity in their minds, yet they | 
walke notinit as others doe: evill men may 


— 


| {vanity of their minds; and albeit that evill 
. | men walke not inall the wayes of fin, yertthey 
| [aredead:there is but qgne way to hit the marke, 
; [but thereare a thouſand by-wayes:a holy man 
' | may ſtumble in the wayes of God, and have 
' | ſome foyles, but he leads not his life ia finne, 

he ſtrives againſt it: hee that leades his life in 


| hisreligionis vaine. 

-| | doe, but that wicked: men and: others doe | 
 [them? 

| eAn/w. 


| { doe but they may beedead workes: as men | 
; | may pray, keepe the Sabbaths, and yerthey | 
|| may bec bur dead workes:they may doetheny 


any knowne ſince, not reiſting ic, and will 
doe it, andnotcrofle himſelte in ir, is dead, | 
But whar actionsarethere, that holy men. O0bjef. 


Ianſwer, that there is no good ations wee 


for a (hew, yer they are dead, A ſhaddow hath 


allthe liniaments of a body, yet it wants h | 
© 


— 
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| 


ſo the workes of hypocrites, they want life, | 


conſider therefore, whether your workes are 
living workes;you may know it by theſe three 
ſigncs. 

ir,if they proceed from the fountaine of 
life-, they;are not dead workes : compare! 
Gal. 5.6. \1n Chrifl neither circumciſion avai. 
leth any thing, wor uncircumciſion, but faith 
which worketh by love, with Gal.6.15. inChriſt 
leſs neither Cireuniſien availes any thing nez- 
ther uncircumciſion, but a new creature: all not 
proceeding froma new heart, and from faith 
which worketh by love,is nothing: this is the 
roote of all, when all our ations come from 
faich, which workes by love :clſe, though they 
are never ſo pretious,they are but dead works, 
Ic is no matter whether yee pray or not, whe- 
ther yee recive the Sacrament, keepe the 
Sabbaths or not, they helpe not a jot unlefſe 
they come from the principle of life, a new 
Creature. 

Secondly, conſider the manner of their 
working : they will bee done with quickneſſe 
and vivacity : Men do them as living ations, 
with all propenſnefle and readinefſe; with 
much connaturalnefſe, with much fervency 
and zealezwhen they are done ina perfuno- 
ry manner,they are dead workes. - 

Thirdly, yee may know them by their end, 
looke yee to Chriſt? doe yee all in finceriry 
to him or Ro, or to your ſelves? it yce doe, 

then 


| 
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then they are gracious werkes, and proceed 
from grace; they are living a&tions, and nor 
dead: they iſſue from a righe principle ayming 
at God, and not at your ſelves. Hoſea.1o. 1. 
Iſrael ts an empty vine, he bringeth forth f5aite 


ſelves and not to God, yee are but empry 
Vines, God accepts you not, 

Fourthly , this life is diſcovered by your 
behaviourto the meanes of life, when they 
are brought unto you : when there is no ſound 
or no voyce, there is no diſtinRion twixt a 
deafe,and a hearing man :ſo wherethere is no 
light, there is ne difference twixt a ſecing 
man,& a blind : but the light differs them. So 
when as the light of the Goſpel ſhines,then 
men are tryed : 7» times of ignorance, God 
regards not men ſo much, but now in time of 
the Goſpel, ſee if it be powerfull,| and whe- 
ther you ſet your ſelves about holy duties, 


the tree :that is,fince Johns comming there is 
a diftinguiſhment ewixtliving and dead trees, 
A tree 1s not diſcovered to bee dead, till it 
wither-,;no man willcut downe a tree in win- 
ter, becauſe he knowes not then whether it be 
dead or no; the Spring diſtinguiſheth the 
dead and living trees, in the winter they are 
all alike. The Spring is the powerfull preach- 
ing of the word; if men ſpring not then,it they 
come not in, they are dead. Thoſe whoſe edu- 


| K cation 


pe EET 


to himſelfe. If you bring forth iruns to your | 


Matth,3.10, Now & the Axe laid to the rome of 
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dera powerfull Miniſtry , now is the Axe laid 

to the roote of the tree with them, itis 
| a ſigne they arc dead, it they profit not by 
Il, 

Fiftly, yee may know whether yee have 
this life by the food it is fed with; ſeverall 
lives are fed with ſcvcrall foode. Now the 
food of this new life of grace is double, firſt, 
che word, ſecondly, good workes. Firſt, the 
word, 1Pet,2,25, As new borne babes, defire 
the ſincere milke of the word that yee may grow 
thereby, if ſo bee that you have taſted that the 
Lord « gracious: that is, it yee are alive as you 
| profeſſe your ſelves to bee,you ſhall know it 
| by your behaviour to that which doth nouriſh 
' your life. Firſt yee willlong after the word, 
' as the child doth after the Teare, If the child 
\ be hungry, neyther appl-s, nor rattles, nor 
any thing elſe can quier him but the Teate: 
So nothing can guier theſe but the word. 
Others may bave excuſes; they will have 
none ; Eyther they will live where the word 
is, or they willbring it hoae to them; they 
will bring themſelves to it, or it tothem. Se- 
condly , they defire the ſincere milke of the word ; 
many things may be mingled with the word, 
| chat doe pleaſe the wit, yet thoſe who. live 

the lite of grace, deſire the finccreword, the 


* | pure word, without any mixture, Thirdly, 


they defire it,that they may grow thereby : many 
| | de. 
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[cation hath beene good; thoſe who live un- 
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defireit to know it onely:if ye deſire it as new 
borne babes, it will make you better& better; 
many heare,but as men having an Atrophy in 
their dodjes, they grow not, no fruite comes 
thereby. Fourthly, they taſtea ſweerneſle in 4 
the wor.{ above others: the ſecond grouud re- 
ceived the word with joy ; and Herod heard lohn' 
Baptiſt with glaanefſe; but where there is true | 
grace, they goe farther: they delight in the 
word, 7t is ſweeter to them than the hony : tew 
can ſay ſoin good earneſt, that the pure word 
ts ſweeter to them than Hony or the Hony 
Combe, Job hee eſteemed the word more thay 
his appointed food, Irb.2 3,12. The ſecond food] 2 
of this life is good workes, 1.4.3 2.3 3.34-+ 
z the place out of which I colle& this, where 
Chriſt being asked of his Diſciples to eate :| 
ſaid that hee had other meate that they knew not | 
of; then ſaid they, hath any man brought him 
ouehtto eate * Hee ſajth unto them, My meate 1 
to doe the will of him that ſent me, and to finiſh 
hs worke.Doe you good workes with ſuch a 
dcfireas men eate and drinke 2 doe: you huns| 
gcrandthirft after them, deſiring for to doe, 
them ? Thenyee are alive. Hypocrites way 
doe much, but it is not their meate and drinke| 
todoe it; examine therefore your ſelves b 
theſe ſignes, whether you arc alive or dead. 
This is the preaching of the law, t9 ſhew you 
the narrow differences of likc and death, The 
firſt ſteptolife is to know, that yeeare na 
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Rate of death : the Law muſt goc before the | 
Goſpel,1ohn Bapteſt before Chrift : yee muſt bee | 
broughtto theircaſe inthe 2 4.37.who were 
pricked at the hearts, yee muft bee breught 
unto the caſe of the 1aylor, and of Paul: tO 
the cafe of the Prodigall, that you may know 
your eſtate : then yee come home, Ourend 
is to preach life and comfort to you, not dam- 
nation. Xom.15.4. Af Scripture i written for | 
our comfort : now there arc many things in the 
Scriptuge that tend to diſcomfort and terrors, 
yet their end is comfort : as Phyſicke is ſharpe 
for the time, yet the end15 health, Vee de- 
ſire not to exclude any, but to bring yeu in 
whilſt you have time: the market is then-hard 
to make, when yee lye on your death beds, 
| labour to know it in time : your death is a 

time of ſpending not of getting ; it was too 
| late for the foolrſh Virgins tobuy ole, when they 
were to attemd the bride-groome.We deſire not 
coaffright you with falſe feares, but to admo- 
niſh-you, that you be not deceived. I finde 
this ſentence,Be wor decerved,prefixed before 
many places of Scripture, where Gods judge- 
ment are denounced, as 1 Cor,6.9, Be net dc- 
j ceived, neither fornicators,Idelaters, Adulterers, 
Fc. fballinherit the kingdome of God ; and Eph, 
5.6, Be not deceived with vaine words, for be- 
cauſe of theſe things commeth the wrath of God 
upon the children of diſobedience ; to ſhew; that 


| menare apt to decciye themſclves, in ſuch 
caſes | 


— 
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Cales as theſe, thinking themſclves to bee in} 
better eſtate thin they are, Conſider your 
linnes and apply them. Conſider your par- 
ticular iinnes, 4&tio eff ſinzularium, Confider 
your particular finnes, your particular acti. 
| Ons, theſe will worke upon you. This courfe 
| Peter tooke with the I ewes, AFF.2. yee have 
 crwcified the Lord of life ; ſo Chriſt told Pad, 
that he was a perſecuter, AfF.g. ſo' lobn 4. he 
told the woman of Samaria ber particular ſinnes: 
he that ſbee now lived with, was not ber huſband, | » 
{ſo God told Adam,thou haſt eaten of the forbid. 1 
acnfruit,Gen.z, It yee have committed any | 
groſle ſinnes, as drunkennefſe, covetouſneſle 
pride,ambition, and the like, conf:der them. 
Conſider your other {innes, minors infamie, 
not miners culpe ; as negleAting of hely du- 
tics, miſpending the time, gaming, overly 
'| | performing of holy duties, unprofitable hea-| 
riag, keeping of bad company, profaning of 
the Sabbath, and the like.Conſider then the 
terrors of God and hell, know with what a 
God you have to deale, and whata barth en 
lin is, if God charge thoſe onthe conſciences 
yee cannot beare ther, I defire not by this 
to burthen you, but to unburthen you of 
your corruptions. Now ſeeing this life is ſo 
excellent, I will adde certaine morives to make - 
you tadelire it, | 

Firſt, it is a happy life; and it muſt needs 
be ſo,becauſe it is the life of God and Angels : | 

It 
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\it is thit life which wee ſhall live hereafter , 


yee may live this natural life,and want happi- 


neſſe. This life of grace and the life of glory 
differ onely in degrees,they differ not ia kind); | 
the competent judges of this are the Saints, | 
who have tryed both, Heb.11.15.16. Jf they 
had beene mindful of that conntrey* from which | 
they came they had liberty to have returned, but | 
now they deſire a better conntrey that #6, an hea. 
venly. In a Heard of Swine,if ſome ſtray a- 
way fromthe reſt, and returne not againe, it 
is a ſigne they have found a better paſture: 
ſo when men leave their companions, and re- 
rurne no more, it isa (igne, they have found 
ſomebetter things. Conceive notthen of this 
life as many doe; tobe orcly a privation, or 
a melancholy thing, nothing but a meere 
mortification ; this is a life, it hath its com- 
forts, eating, recreations, and delights; yee 
looſe not your pleaſures if yee live it, but 
change them for advantage : hee that leads 
this life,dies asthe corne doth , from a ſecede 
ir growes up iato many ſta!kes, hee gaines by 
this bargaine. Chriſtdoth make ar hard bar- 
gaine with none, hee that deales with him, 
gaines a hunared fold, If yee part with wealth, 
yee have ſpirituall treaſures forit : if you part 
with your pleaſures, yee have joy inthe holy 
Ghoſt chaye yee croſles, yee are ſanified in 


haye eternall life, 


that which is better; looſe yee this lite, "_ 
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| Secondly, this life of grace hath that which 
every man ſeckes, it hacrh much pleaſure. 
Prov.3.17. Al ber wayes are wayes of pleaſure: 


I UMI 


Thoſe that walke in the waicsof God are full 
of pleaſure;this life brings a double pleaſure, 
firſt, the reward of it, ſecond, the comfort in 
performing the aClions of it. Every good 
worke as the Hebrew proverbe &, hath mcate 
inits mouth; the living of this life, hath a re- 
ward ſufficient ia its ſelfe, asappeares by this, 
All pleaſures tollow ſome actions, and there- 
fore men deſire life, becauſe it is a- cantinu- 
ance of action : ſo men delight in new things 
becauſe as long as they are new, the intenti- 
on remaines:'The actions of this life are full 
of change ;thoſe ations that are perfeR,there 


is pleaſure following them,as beauty followes 
a good con(titution, or as flame the fire, The 
ations of this life are perfect actions, the per- 
feeſt aRions have the moſt perfeR delight : 
| the ations of this life are moſt perfeQ/aRions, 
therefore they have moſt perfe& delight, be- 
cauſe they are the ations of the beſt facultie, 
abour the beſt object. All aRions have the 
denomination of their perfetion. from their 
objects : theſe are ations of the ſoule, they 
\arc occupied about God, therefore they are 

thebeſt and higheſt ations. He that lives a- 
| bout the beſt objeR, greateſt content doth fol- 
low:he that lives this life, lives about the beſt 


| objeQz thereforeallthe waies of it,are waies 
| of 
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of pleaſure, Thereis more comfort and more 
Atkduiry of conſolation in this life, then in 
any other life, In other lives, every one ac- 
cording to his humour hath his delights, but 
yet they are not permanent, becauſe hee de. | 
lighteth in tranſitory things; bur hee har | 
livesthe life of grace, delights'in things that 
are truly dclightfull at allrimes: other delights 
are but delights at ſome rimes, in ſome places, 
they are not alwaies ſo: but hee that lives the 
life of grace, pitcheth on thoſe that are al- 
wayes lo. Prov.I4.15: A good conſcience is 4 
continual feaſt, Other comforts may faile; a 
man may fall into aflition ; riches and plea. 
ſures may be taken away, then the dayes are 
evill; but a good conſcience is a continuall 
feaſt, that is, be his caſe what it will, his com- 
fort is never interrupred. All-other comforts 
areabout ſcace, or things of this life, which 
are ſubject to alteration; but this life and the 
comforts of it, admit nochange, A man be. 
ing licke, he cannot do ations of health, they 
are reſtrained: ſo one in priſon is not at liberty 
to doe what he would; but the ations of this 
life are aiſiduous, they cannot be interrupted: 
yee may pray continually, rejoyce evermore, 
4 = may alwayes have communion with 

10d 
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Thirdly, this life is a life that is leaſt indi- 
gent ofall others: it ncedeth leaſt, Take a man 
| my leadesany other life, hee needs many 


things | 
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things Luk,10,41.,42.this is ſhadowed in that | 
of Martha, and Mary : Martha buſies berſelfe 
about many things, (he wanted many; but Ma- 
ry had ene thing that was profitable for allthingr, 
removes all evils, brings all happincſſe, and 
that is Godlineye which ts profitable for all| 
things,1 Tim.4.$. 

Fourthly, the comforts of this life are pure 
comforts, P/al. 18.2 6. 1 walke purely with thoſe 
that walke purely, This isnot onely to be under- 
ſtood of the conſolations of grace, but alſo of 
common blcflings, being rhe fruits cf this 


a pure comfort without any mixture of ſor- 
row, God giving theſe bleflings in mercy, 
theyare free from mixture of diſcomfort; bur 
being not the fruits of this life of grace, be- 
ing.reached by ſinne and finfull meanes, or; 
Gad giving them in bis providence, not ity 
his mercy,there is ſorrow in them: yee may 
have riches, honours, friends, and all outward 
things, and yet they are nor pure bleflings, 
becauſe Gods bleſſngs is not minglea with | 
them, | 
Laſtly,it is a life moſt capacious of com- 
forts : yce may give all the faculties of the 
joule comfort, * Every creature according as | 
hislifc is, feeles moreor lefſe comfort. Plants| 
25 they fete no hurt, ſo they feele; no ſweet- | 
nefſe : beaſts that have a ſcaſible ſoule, fecle| 
| more cvill and good : 2 man that lives a _ 
ra 


life : there is no ſorrow with them, there is |' 


— 
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| ' 1rall life, notknowingthe life of grace, is ſen- 
| ſible of more good and evill , than ſenſible 
| beaſts; hee apprehends Heaven and Hell: 
but a man that livesthe lite of grace, is more 
capacious of comfort: here you may ſuffer 
your faculties tro runne outto the utmoſt, If 
veedeſire wealth or pleaſures, your affetions 
muſt not runne out, yee muſt hold them in, 
elſe they dr awne you into perdition,C7 pierce you 
thorow with many ſorrowes. If yee atfeQt hea- 
venly Treaſures, if yee afte@ praiſe with 
God, yce may be as covetous of ther as you 


will. 
5 Thirdly, let this move you to ſecke this life 
of grace,becauſcitisthe moſt excellent thing | | 
of all others. All other things are ſubordis 
nate toit; the urmoſt end is ſtill moſt excel. 
lent: the end of warre is for peace, thercfore 
| peaceis better than it, yee plow for harveſ}, 
therefore harveſt is beſt : the end of all ations 
is for this life of grace. VVhy labour yee for 
foode, but to maintaine life ? why live ye bur 
to ſerve your ſoules? Prudence is a ſteward 
to this holy life : as the ſteward provides for 
the family, that the maſter bee not troubled 
| with thoſe meaner things, ſo prudence is a 
ſteward, thatthe ſoule may be occupied about 
things that are agreeable to it, hat it ma 
| have its converſation in heaven,and with God, 
| Pervert this order, ir deſtroyes the creature. 
} Beats living the lifeof ſence, it doth perfe&t 
J them, | 


—— 
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; | them, tor that is their utmoſt end : man havin 
| | reaſon, living as a beaſt, deſtroyes hiwſelfe,| 
becauſe that 15 not his end; hee that perfeRs. 
himſclfe as a beaſt, deſtroyes himſclfe as a 
man:perfectio ments eft perfect io horns, Let this 
ſticre us up, to live this life : it is the utmoſt 
end of all. To be Lawyers, Phyſitiors, and ; 
otaer callings, helpe vs in the living of this 
life, yet they are ſubordinate ro it :drowne 
not your ſelves in ſubordinate things; if yee 
doe it, it is your deſtruQion: Hes pitch 
on the principall. 

Fourthly, that which is beſt in the end, (I 4 
take end now inanother ſence) is tobe choſen 
| above all things elſe : that is well which ends 
well, In this life of grace, yee have this ad- 
vantage which yee have no where elſe, Eccles, 
7.4. The hears of the wiſe # in the honſe of 
moarning, that is, this lite difgOfeth us to 
thinke of death the end of all,* which to doe' 
is wiſedome, Deur.32.29. O that they were! 
wiſe, then would they conſider their latter end. 
In other things the begianing is good, the end! 
is bitter z burthe actions of the life of grace! 
are ſweet, yee fare the better for them, the 
very remembrance of them is ſweer, and the 
reward of them comes nor long after : All o- 
ther things are called periſhing meates, Johw6. 
27. there is a parable init : that is, they are as A 
periſhing meats, that are ſweet inthe palate, 
| yet they pafſe away; bur this indures _—_ 
| » | exer- 
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,erernall life, ir continues. The worſt thing in 


this fe yee never repent of: as it is ſaid of ſor. 
row for ſinnes ; that it is ſerrow never tobe re. 
| pented of: but the belt things thar yee doe in 
| the ather life,yee repent of. All other things 
that yee doe they may bee ſweet for the pre» 
ſent; yet as it is ſaid of drunkennefle, Prov, 
23.32, ſo ray it bee ſaid of them, rha7 they 
bite like a Serpent, and ſting like an Adder, 
though they ſeeme ſyect. The ſtrange wo- 
man 1s ſweet: yet Prov.5.4, her end # bitter as 
wormewood,ſharpe 4s 4 rwo-edged ſword: goods 
evill gotten are ſweet for the preſent, yet 
their mouthes ſhall be filed with gravell, that got 
| them, -But onthe other fide, the end of all 
the ations of this life is good - as it is ſaid of 
166, that his latter end was more than his beoin- 
nine, Job 42.12. P(al.37.37 Marke the perfet? 
man and behold the upright,for the end of that 
4313 peace. If a man being to dye, and having 
ended his dates, ſhould pur all his honours, 
wealth,and pleaſures into one ballance,and all 
his good workes, all his fairhtull prayers, all 
the ations ofthe life of grace into another, 
he would find them to be beſt. The bad man 
doth as the Silkeworme doth, winding up 
 himſelfe into his ill workes,he periſherh;the 
other winding up himſelfe in his gracious ati- 
ons,enters iato ſalvarion, 

Fiftly, chooſe this-life before all others, be- 
cauſe God is pleaſed with ir, it being like 
him- 


= 
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| himſelfe; as the creature is pleaſed with thar | 
which is like-it.. God & a Spirit, and will| | 
bee worſhipped in Spirit and truth; hee is a 
living God,and doth delight ina living man : } 
wee our ſelves delight not in dead men, no 
more doth God : thercfore-Rom.12.1. we are 
exhorted to give up our ſoules and bodies a li- 
ving ſacrifice to God, God regards not dead 
bodies ; bee yee living facritices, which is 
the a&t of your will, acting the duties of this 
life. This is called we/king with God ; which 
+ [15to bee in his preſence, to goe his way, and 
| ; [ro maintaine communion with him : this is 
| when as men doe,audire et reddere votes: when 
; [there is naturall delight : when as they are in 
4 preſence one with another; and therefore | 
| | watking with God, and pleaſing of God, are uſed 
«| promiſcuouſly for one and the ſame thing : 
| ForgHeb.1 1.5. it « ſaid of Enech,that he walked 
with God,and Gen, 22.18 i ſaid,that he pleaſed | 
| God, | 

But you will ſay,what benefat is this 2 Objef. 
| Tantwer,that itisgreat. God diſpoſeth of | 4p». | 
allthings in the world; is it not wiſedome | | 
then rohave him your friend ? Gen, 28. 9. [acob 

being to take his journey, aactfaid unto him, 

' God all-ſnfſicient be with thee. God is allſuthici- 
.[cnt; if yee have him, yee have all: Inthe 
 'creature there 1s no ſuch thing, there is no- 
thing but vanigy in them, they are but as can- |. 

»| | dles, as Starres rothe Sunne. God 1s all-ſut- | 
| | L 3 ficient : | 7 IEE 
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Lake If. I3, 
t02090., 


| ficient :all the happineſſe of the creature, 


| they which heare the word of God,and keepe it , 


makes not men happy : All men ſeeke happi. 
neſſe, yet they never finde it, without ha. 
ving God: All happineſſe is in Gods favour ; 
In outward happineſſe you muſt have other | 
compounded things : Chriſt rebuked the that 
counted her happy in the creatures, ſaying; 
Bleſſed i the wombe that bare thee, and the Paps 
that gave thee ſucke; No ſaith Chriſt, theſe 
will not make a man happy ; but b/ef/ed are 


having God yce have all things, God difpo- 
ſeth all things, and giveth the comfortable 
fruitionof them. Yee me have all outward 
things and yet want comfort, Gods curſe 
makes all miſerable, though yee have all chat 
the creature affords; therefore give your 
{clves no reſt, till yee have got this life, with- 
out which hedelights not in you, 

Adam loſing Gods Image was not happy, 
becauſe God was gone from him; yet hee 
had all the creatures which he had before. 
This life of grace brings vs to that ſtate, that 
Adam was 1n at firſt; this reftors us to it ; 
ſeeke not then your happineſſe where it is not 
to be found, We all doe as the Prodigall ard, 
we get our portion into our owne hands, and poe 
from our Fathers houſe and ſeek e for eur happi- 
neſſe elſewhere; but yee ſhall find at laſt, that 
all elſe is but 4x5kes : thus the Sainrs have | 


foundir. This lite of grace gives reſt to the 
ſoule, | 
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foule, all elſe in the creature is but w4nzry 
and vexation of ſpirit. Vanity isnothing elſe, | 
but an inſufficiency in the creature to give 
that content that wee looked for init::as when 
| welooke for water in an empty well, ſeeke 
for that in the creature that is not in it 5 wee 
ſee its vanity in the abſence of the good wee 
looked for, and preſence of the evill we loo- | 
ked not for. In God yee finde reſt and tran- 
quility,ſuch a tranquility as in the Sea, when 
ic is withont waves ; asisin the upper region 
ofthe ayre, where notempeſts are. Looke on 
the livesof men, whoaretaken up with tri- 
| les when they are young, whenthey come to 
4a riper age,greater things move them, when 
menare wiſer, they feele the apprehenſion 
 Jof higher things;when yee lift up your ſelyes 
land keepe them on the wing, yee ate freed 
from troubles and cares, Pew/ had a greater 
| meaſure of this life than other men, his Epi- 
{ (tles doe rrenſcribere animmem, tranſcribe as 
it were his ſoule, declare it, hee was full of 
conſtancy and comfort ; the more conſtantly 
| wee live this life, the greater gainers wee | 
are, | 
Laſily, till yee live this life, yee have no s | 
{aſſurance that yee are in the number'of the 
ele&. Repenrance puts a new life into men ; 
till yee finde this in you, yee know not whe- 
ther God is yours,and yee know not whether 
God will worke it 1n you ; 'This ſhould make | | 
us 
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Tohn 3.7.8. 


'The meanes 
to get this (piz 
ricuall life, 


| us tremble and feare, and never to leave till 


wee had it. This life is a fruite of eleQion; 
we know not whether wee are in Jacobs Or 
Eſas his caſe, till we know we hive it: make 
haſte thereforeto get ir, It lies not in your 
power; The Sprris breatheth when and mheze it 
lifteth ; you may feare that God will not give 
ic you, if you ſpend your life in vanity. Take 
one that neglects youallthe time that hee is 
able to doe you ſcrvice; if hee ſeekes unto 
you in his extremity for his owne ends, what 
anſwer doe you give him, but this : Secing he 
hath neglected you when he was able to doe 
you ſervice , you may juſily refuſe him now, 
he is able to doc you none > Soif yee neglect 
God whilſt yeeare able for to ſerve him, and 
ſecke to him in your extremity, take heed 
that yee reccive not that anſwer from him, as 


the 1/7aelites did in their extremity, Gee zo | 


your 1dols,and let them helpe you :nay, he forbids 

leremiah to pray for them. Conſider this,and 
make haſte to live this life of grace; yee can- 
not get itof your ſelves, God muſt put it into 
you, 


| Now iftheſe motives move you to ſeckethis 


lite, and after examination of your ſelves, yee 
find it not to bein you, thenuſerheſe meanes 
to get 1t, 

The firſt mcancs to get and maintainethis 
life, which isall one, (for that which begers ir 
doth likewiſe nourith it)is knowledge:abound 

| in, 
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inknowledge, get much light; this life con- | 
liſts in light, when a man judgeth aright. The | 
underſtanding cnlightenedis the prem# wivens, 
the firſt living part: and therefore yee ſhall 
fiade, that lite and lighrare put one forthe 0- 
ther, Epheſe,q.14. Stand up from the dead, and | 
Chrift fhallgive you light : and 1h.1, 4. Chrift | 
was that light and that light was the life of men, | 
this life ſtands in inlighrning che mind: adde | 
to this light, yee addeto life, The reaſon why 
men are dead, is, becauſe there is a darknefle | 
in their ſoules,they ſce not the wayes of God: 
therefore they at not, they ſtep not forwards, 
becaule they are in the darke: All ſhining is 
- | from light,as yee increaſe light, ſo ye increaſe 
life. Ephe.4.18. it is ſaid of the Gentiles, that 
they werg ſtrangers from the life of 60d, through 
the ignorance that i in them. The knowlege of 
God, brings men ncarerto the life of God, 
Ephbe.g..2 4 holineſſe ts ſaid to proceeds from truth, 
the words are; put ow thenew man, which af- 
ter God u created in righteouſneſſe and bolineſſe, 
which proczeds from truth, 

Bur you will object, that there are many; ,,..g 
who abound in knowledge,who hayel:fe little 
enough : that ignorant mea live this life moſt: 
{ that none live 1t lefle, than thoſe that know 
moſt, | 
| To this I anſwer, thar'there is a double eAnſw. | 

knowledge: Firſt, there is a meere inlighte- 
| ning and informing knowledpe : Sccondly,| 
| | M there 
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there is an operative knowledge: yee may have 
| enough of the firit,and be never the neere: bur 
it is the leſt that helpes and gets this life:and 
this knowledge is the gift cf the ſanQitying 
Spirit,this is the operation of God : wee doe 
| but informe andteach men, we cannot make 
| themdoe any thing : wee cannot make them 
| praiſe. Gods teaching mekes this know- 
| ledge operative; perſwadesevery way ,wors 
every way. Secondly, there 1s a knowledge 
|inthe habit,anda knowledge in theat,which 
produceth actions : theſe are ſet downe ob- 
ſcurely. In the 2 Pez. 1.12.13, the Apoſtle 
there ſaith, that bee would not bee negligent 10 
| put them alwaies in remembrance of thoſe things, 
| though they knew them, and were e(tabliſhed in 
| the preſent truth : yea I thinke it meete as long 
' 45 lam im this Tabernacle, to ſlirre you wp by 
| putting you in remembrance : Peter did not 
| write unto them that they might know thoſe 
| things habitually ; for ſo they knew them be. 
 fore;bur that they might know them adtively, 
[and might preſently a& them : for that crd 
he wrote. The firſt knowledge is as ſpaikes 
| raked vp in aſhes, the other as ſparkes blowne 
' up: thefirſt is as the ſap in the roote ; the 1a- 
ter like the «ſap that, fills the branches with 
leaves and fruit :the fiſt is a general! know. 
ledge gotten by contemplaticn; the laſt is a 
| praQicalFand ative knowicdge,a knowledge 
to praiſe, The Scripture exhorts todo things 
' Fintend this Lnowledge. Den$.4.1.8% Dew.6 the | 
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Iſraelites were exhorted to heare and know the fta- 
tutes of the Lord, that they might doe them; to 
{peake of Gods word and workes, which ates their 
knowledge , puts them in remembrance of 
Gods mercics,and ſtirres uptheir minds. 7eſh, 
1.8. he is commanded to reade the Law, and me- 
ditate init day and night z, not to know ir, for 
at that time, there was little written; but 


hee was to reade it, that hee might doe 
| it, 


But if wee doe this ſo much, it will hinder | Objef. 
and interrupt our buſineſſes, ſo that we ſhall | 
faile of our enterpriſes. 

TohisI an{wer; thatthis will not hinder | 4%” 
chem, but they ſhall bee done the better, as 
oyling of the wheeles makes them goe the 
beerer. Pſal.1.2, hee is ſaid to bee bleſſed, that 
doth meditate in the Law of God day and night : 
Your knowledge being brought |to aQion'! 
helpes you much; often hearing ofthe word, 
which puts you in remembrance , addes to 
your life,thovgh ir hinders you in other things. 
Thoſe who have not the word to heare, live 
not under preaching Miniſters, who will nor | 


arenor,2re muchto blame, and live not this 
life, Simon Mags (inn: d, in thinking that the| 
holy Ghoſt right be bought with mony , doe not 
they allo finne, who doe lefle than hee? that 
will not give mony for to have the Goſpel 
brovght unto them, There isthe like fault, 
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when as men may have the word, and come 
not to it. If they come toit, though it addeth 
not totheir knowledge, yet it helpeth their 
acting and life» Thoſe who negle the con- 
ſtant reading of the word, who are not con- 
ſtant in private prayer, thoſe who neglect the 
ſpeaking and talking of goed things, they ncg- 
le& thislife. That Arabian proverbe, Shut 
up the five windowes, that the houſe may be 
full of light ; will be of good uſe here: that is, 
the five ſenſes being (hut up, the fullerof 
light ſhall wee bee : the not ſtopping up of 
them,makes men ignorant, cares and buſfineſ- 
ſes poſleſſing mens minds, there is no 
roome left for better thiogs, Let your minds 
be ſtill plodding on that which may further 
you in grace and truth. 1* # ignorance that 
makes men, ſlrangers from the life of God,Ephe, 
4.18,andthis is not an ignorance that pro- 
ceedeth from want of knowledge,but trom 
the badncſſe of your hearts; hard hearts 
makes men ignorant: why doe men hcare ard 
yet are ignorant, but becauſe their hearts arc 
hardned ? they regard not the word, ard fo 
they grow not inknowledge. 

The ſecond meanes to get this life ito bee 
much in doing : be much in doing, in ating 
the duties of new obedience; the more yec 
are occupicd the more yce live ; elſe deadneſſe 
doth poſſcfſe you : be ſtill praying and medi. 
tating,thoſe revive you : thoſe are the coales 
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that keepe the heart warme;this life Iike water a 
is apt to grow cold, | | 
But I muſt be full of life ere I can doeaRti- | 04jeF, 
ons. 
I anſwer that one begets the other : ation | ,7»/v. 
begets life, and life begets ation z as health 
produceth exerciſc , and exerciſe procureth | 
healch., 
But I am indiſpoſed and unfit for ſuch aQi- | Objef.z. 
ons, 
I anſwer,that if yee are indiſpoſed,the more | 4%» | 
need you had to bedoing, elſe you are more 
unexcuſable z the way to get heate isto bee 
ating : as motiondoth bring life ro a benum- 
med member,ſo doth it to the ſoule: be awas 
1kEd, be ſtirring, .this will revive you againe, 
briftians hearts are awaked when as they them 
es fleepe ; it they lticre themup, therewill 
be more life in them, Rom,2.13. They be- 
ginning tolanguith, their medicine is to riſc 
| up and be doing. Gal. 5.16, Walke i» the Spirit; 
thoſe who have the Spirit ſtand not ſtill, as 
one that cannot ſiirre ; this ating helpes the 
Spirit ; firſt by inlarging and intending life. 
Se condly,by preventing that which increaſeth 
(death :the more wee walke in the wayes of | 
[life,the more we jprevent the way that leades 
ro the Chambers of death : Be doing, itnot 
one thing yet another, In the ſteppings out 
of your callings, be doing, reading and pray- 
ing » Conferring and talking of good —_ | | 
M e 
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the negle ofthis is the cauſe why there are 
ſo many dwarfes in grace. Men content them- 
ſelves with morning and ever.ing duties, and 
it is well if they doe them, but doe you the 
actions of life more conſtantly and abuudant- 
ly, Itis the corruption of our nature that wee 
are notdoing : life is maintained by the ati- 
ons of life , habits are maintainedby a {tions 
that are ſutable tothem; We live inthe com. 
mandements by well doing, as the creature 
doth by food : Good ations maintaine life, 
it receives ſtrength from well-doing: ſer your 
ſelvesto pray, doe holy duties, (tillpray,doe 
more and more; the more yce doc, the more 
life increaſeth, 

Thethird meanes to get this life 1s roget 
faith, Faith helpes this life, it is a life of 
faith,and it makes usto live this life by three 
wayes, 

Firſt, it gives a reality to the priviledges of 
life : makes you ſee they are ſo indeed ; there- 
fore yeeaR, yee belceye thar God is ſuch a 
God, that yee have ſuch priviledges, that yee 
are heires of all things. If yee thinke that 
God is ſuch aoneas he is,in wiſedome, power, 
and mercy, yee intend theqggand live the life 
of grace: If yee doubt and queſtion with 


them not, He that belceves ſaith, let me have 
GoJ ſure: the other ſaith, let me have that I 


Arheiſts,if theſe beedreames,then yee intend |. 


| touchand feele; but the imaginary things re- 
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ſting in faith and hope care not for: the more 

ce belceve theſe things, the more yee are cc- | | 
cupied about them, 
| Secondly faith drawes you onto ation : .; 
this life is theaCting of the dutics of new obe- 
| dience. Faith and a perſwaſion further other 
raings:as if one be pcrſwaded that ſuch a thing 
will hurt him, it predvceth an ationof the 
' will,abſtinence : ifa man bee perſwaded that , 
he ſhall dye witi;out the Phylition, kee ſends 
for him. So in a!l othcr actions, perſwaſion 
is that which ſets a man on worke. $0 in ſpi- 
rituall actions,if weare perſwaded that ſuch a 
ſinne committed will net make our bodies 
ficke but our foules, wee will not doe it ; if wee 
are per{waded our foules ſhall fare the better 
|if we docſuch athing, this makes us to doe it; 
| being perſwailed we ſhall have a recompence 
of reward, it produceth action, and the more 
| ation the more life, 

- Thirdly,faich dorh it by fatting us for Chriſt, 3 
from whom our life comes: I 70h. 5.12.hethat 
' hath the Sonne hath life. Firſt, the Sonne of 
| God infuſerh life into him to whom hee is 
| conjo\ ned; theconjunction betwixt Chriſt 
and us is but relative: and betweene the king 
[aud the ſubjet ; when the ſubjects reſolve to 
\rake ſuch an one for their king, they are con- 
\joynedto him; ſo when a woman reſolves to 
rake ſuch a man for her huſband, ſhee is con-. 
[joynedrohim. The aion of taking Chriſt, | 
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| isto take him as a Lord, to ſerve him, as a 
Saviour,to have all comfort by him : hee thar 
3 Jp hath the Son in the relative union, ſhall have 
him in the reall union : the Sonne will quic- 
ken you,as the ſoule doth the body. A Chri- 
an hath the life of the Sonne of God. Ga/.2. 
21. 11ive, yet not 1, but Chriſt lives in me: all 
that I doe, Chriſt doth it in me : allthat the 
body doth, the ſoule doth it : the body lives 
not, 'bur the ſoule lives ja it. After that man- 
ner Chriſt lives in us : not a good thought or 
affetion, nor any reſolution or motion of 
the ſonle,but comes for Chriſt : being united 
to Chriſt by faith he lives in us. 7h. 5.33. he 
that cates my fleſh,and drinkes my blood ſha{llive. 
As fleſh gives life to the body, forthe Sonne | 
gives it to the ſoule : To cate the flcſh of 
| Chriſt,is toprize him, todcfire and long af- 
ter him, which is after the ſpirit of bondage, 
tocate him,is ro take him, tocome to him, to 
have him your God : In theſe ſtands the ea- 
ting of Chriſt. Firſt, in priſing of him ex- 
ceedingly ; to part with any thing for himzto 
take his Crofle with all loſſes. Secondly, to 
eatehim isto beleve him,to be yours and you 
his: this cating anddrinking of the body and 
blood of Chriſt,expreſleth our relative union 
with him, and then followes our reall union: 
the Spirit immediately givesthis:he thatdoth 
: the firſt, ſhall have the ſecond. 
Objett. But how fhall wedoe to beleeve this 2 
BM | I] 
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I anſwer, yce ſee the old 4dam cammunica- 

redcorruption te all his poſterity, becauſe they | 
were borne of him, fo theſe who are borne of 
che new Adar,that is,thcſe who rake him and 
beleevein him, have grace communicated to 
them by him: this new birth makes you «s c4- 
pable of Chrift, as the other doth of the firſt 
Adam: why then ſhallnot the ſecond Adam 
communicate graceas well as the other doth 
corruption ? The philoſophers were all de- 
ccived in this poynt, from whence. corrup- 
rion ſhould come, but wee know that it came 
from Adam; and {o doth grace come from Chriſt, 
To getthislife, let us ſeekeit in himylet us be- 
leeve more, let us be humbled more, repent 
more,and take Chriſt more : take him on any 


ratc,hold him feff. As in the ations of mari- 
age,thoſe who are to marry will not part upon 
any condition ; they take one another for ri- 
cher, for poorer, for better for worſe: after 
this manner muſt wee take Chriſt, the more 
yec take Chriſtrhus, the more yee have the 
Sonne,and ſo yee live more the life of grace. 
Allgrane that this life comes by the Spirit , 
and there isno way to get the Spirit but by 
the Sonne, Yee muſt firſt cate cre yee can be 
novriſhed; yee muſt fixe your eyes on his 
10n,asthe wife doth fixe her eyes on her 
usband: yee muſt ſeeke this life from rhe 


Spirit nltimately, but yee muſt firſt haverhe| 
- N |_SOnne, 
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Sonne, and then | yee have lite : He muſt have: 
the Sonne that will have this life ; hee muſt 
be ingraffed into Chriſt as the branches are into 
the roote : get Chriſt,and then this lite ſhall a- 
bound in you. 
4 The fourth meanes to get and increaſe this 
life, is communion of Saints. The month of 
the righteous # a well ſpring of life, Prov. 10.20. 
they pur life into thoſe that bave it not,and in- 
creaſe it in thoſe in whom it is, Ephe.4.24., 
their ſpeeches miniſter grace to the heaxers ; they 
edifie them : hearing of the word of life, and 
talking of the fountaine of life, puts life into 
men. The health of the body dothnor com- 
municate it ſelfe to others; it is otherwiſe in 
the life of the ſoule; the life-of it makes o. 
thers to live more : as Iron ſharpens Iron, ſo 
anc holy man doth another, See it by the con- 
trary, Inevill men who are dead there is an 
aptnefſe to dead others, their words: are as 
| continuall droppings to put outthis life ; #hezy 
tongues are ſer on fire of hell, Iame.2.6, The 
tongue of good men is acole fetched from the 
Altar,they have fire withinthe, When two lie F 
| together they keepe one another warme; there f 
is aQion and redaction; this is powerfull 
meanes to get and increaſe this life. The 
rongue of the righteous if full of life, it is 
powerfull to make men live. Ga/.2.14. Paul 
ſpeakingto Perer,ſaith, why compelieſt thow the 
Gemiles to live after the manner of tbe Jewes ? 
| he 
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he uſed not outward compulſion, his exam- 
pleand lite was a compultion. The company 
which weekeepe, compell ustodoe as they 
doe: evill company they are the Divels ſnares, 
they doe as brambles keepe usin, and fetter 
us : the ſutablenefſe of evill companiens 


| drawesout our ſecret corrupfien: He that re- 


ſolves to live this life, muſt reſolve to with- 
draw himſclfe from evill company, who are 
a ſtrong temptation unto evill, 

There isadifference betweene leading our 
ſelves into temptation, and being led into it: 
when you leade your ſelyes into temptation, 
(as you do when as you ruth into evill compa- 


| | ny )youare out of the pale of Gods proteRi- 


on: If yee touch pitch yee cannot but bee defiled 
with it, wheretore make your company good: 
this is ancffeuall and powerfull meangs to 
beget this life in you, Saul being among the Pro- 
pherts,changeth his ſpirit, and became « Prophet : 
one that goeth faſt, makes thoſe that goe with 
him to mend their pace. 4@,11.23.33. itis 
{aid of Barnabas, being « good man and ſull of 
the holy Ghoſt, and of faith, that hee added much 
people unta the Lord. Which manner of ſpea- 
king ſhewes that the ſpecchesof thoſe who 


| are full of faith, helpe to breed faith : that 


if men be full of the Spirit, they quicken the 
Spirit. Evill company deads men : they are 
the trunkes through which the Divell ſpeakes: 
and this deading is done in an inſenfible man- 
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| ner, and then moſt of all where itis leaft per- 
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ceived. Evill company poy ſons men, a man 
turning his-opinion which compapy can doe, 
is moſt of all poyſoned, when as hee thinks 
that he hath leaſt hurt. 

The laſt meanes to. get and increaſe this 
life; . is that which is mentioned in the text ; 
and that is, the hearing of the vozce of the Sonne 
of God : this will beget and increaſe this lite: 
that is; if when wee ſpeaketa your cares, he 
ſpeake to your hearts,then yee live, Yee have 
rworteachers,the one is he that ſpeakes to you, 
the other is Chriſt. He.8.11. They ſhall no 
more teach one another, for they ſhak all be taught 
of Ged, Thereare two ſheapheards, the one is 
heethat feeds you, the other i the great ſheap- 
heard of the [heepe : there are two great voyce 
the one ſpeaking outwardly to the care, the 
ether when as Chriſt ſpeakes effeQually to 
the heart. | 

When Chrift ſpeakes inwardly to the 
heart, then men live and not before. This is 
ſuch a ſpeech as Chriſt ſpake to Lezarw, Ls 
2474 come forth, and he came : his ſpeaking 
puts life into uss Now what is this inward 
{peaking of life to the heart? It is nothing 


{elſe but to perſwade fully, and every way 


to convince us,that'it is beſt ro take Chriſt, to 
ſet roan holy courſe,to leade a new life. There 
| is a ſpeaking that comes neare this life, and 
isnot it : that is, when as men heare and un. 


derſtand | 
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derſtand the way , and apprehend the things 
| of God, but praQiſethem not, Here isaprox-| | 
| imity to this life, yer it is not this life. Let a 
{ man come ſo neare as that he thinkes he aQs 
| ir,yet he is dead ifheadt it not:when he ads ir, 
{thenhe is made a living man; and then hee 
| chinkes and beleeves, thatthe wayes of fiane 
are evill.and that they are evill co him. When 
God doth convince us that ſuch a thing is 
gvill, and that it is evill ro us, then wee live 
and not before. A man having abuſineſle to 
| doe, if all bee done but one thing, this one 
| ching croſſerhall thereſt; butthat being done 
1 our buſineſle is brought to pafſe: ſo in this life, | 
a man having many offers of grace which doe 
not fully perſwade him, this is not enough, if 
Gods helpe bee abſent : but when once hee 
ſp2akes, hedoth fully convince and perſwade 
us, and makes usto continew. As Sathan ha- 
having leave, never gives over vexing man z 
ſo the Spirit keepes us in good things; 
where there is this life, there the Spit ; 
dwels, 
Bur after what manner is this eff-Quall per-| Quep, | 
\{waſton done ? 
I anſwer, when as God gives an eate, and | A»/v, 

ſpeakes a voyce for it to heare : he that hath} 

an eare to heave (aith Chriſt Jet him heave, Wee 24High 
then heare, when as there is a diſpoſition 
| | wrought within us : whenas we preach, there 
/are many that have-hard hearts and nothing 
N 3 | for 
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forto ſoften them , therefore the words falls 
from thepa as raine froma ſtone : bur if there 
be a man that God will chuſe, he fits his heart, 
and ſo hee is perſwaded. This is called #he 
opening of the underſtanding, Luke.2 4.4.5. bee 
opened their underſtanding, that they might un- | 
derſtand the Scriptures : when wee ſpeake to 
men, we ſow as it were upon fallow ground 
which will beare no Corne unlefſe God plow 
it. Thoſe that ſawthe miracles of the Loaves, 
eſteemed them not, becauſe their hearts were 
hardned. Ephe. 4.18. They are alienated from 
the life of God, therow rhe ignorance that is in 
thems, becauſe of the blindneſſe of their hearts, 
that is,they are not ſenſible of (inne,and dearth, | 
the word or the threatnings : when God takes 
away this hardnefle they are fitto harken;then 
comes light the beginning of life, which is 
the informing of the underſtanding, to judge 
righteous judgement. Thoſe who have the 
lite of Chriſt, it hee ſpeakcs,it quickens them. 
It is the inward voyce that quickens : ſecke 
therefore to Godearneſtly,that Chriſt would 
ſpeake to your hearts : yee heare and ate not 
quickned, becauſe he ſpeakes not, And thus 
much for this ſecond point : that al in Chriſt 
are ina ſtate of life, 

We come now tothe third point, that may 
= noted out of theſe words, and it is 
this. 


That the voyce of the Sowne of God, us the onehy 
meanes 
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| meanes is tranflate men from death tolife, Men 
before are dead; Chriſtby his voyce makes 
them living men. This voyce. is the onely 
meanes, there is no voyce but this that is able 
| for todoit:that'sthe ſcope of this Text, This 
propoſition may bce.reſolved into two parts. 
| Firſt, nothing elſe is able. Secondly, this is 
| [able fortodoeit. As itis ſaid of faith, that 
' | it juſtifies, and nothing elſe but it can juſtify : _ 
' | ſo may it be ſaid of this voyce, that nothing 
: | elſe can tranſlate men from death to life, and 
: | this can doe it, To tranſlate from death go 
. | life is nothing elſe but effeQually to perſwade 
| | andehange the heart : now nothing|elſe can 
| thus perſwade and alcer the heart, but this 
' | voyce of the Sonne of God. God himſelfe 

frames the heart; it is as a curious framed 
locke; none can picke it, but hee that knowes 
the turning of it. God oncly fits the perſwa- 
| fions and turnings : mens perſwaſtons are as 
| one that will unlocke a locke with a wrong 
; | key, God onely can perſwade lapheth to dwell in 
| the Tents of Shem, cannot doc it, Eſa) 57-19. 

I create the (ruite of the lippes ; that is, I make 
.|themto bring comfort. 7 create the fruite of 
| #belippes for peace by my power. That this 1s f© 
you may ſ{eeby divers reaſons, _ 
Firſt,thar itis ſo, (ce it by this;we ſpeaking to 5 | ———_—_ the 
| quickeſt, often times they beleeve not,butthe I 
others do:the ſame ſometimes beleeve,ſome- 


times not, lf man were the (ole cauſe,the word 
- would 
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would have the ſame effe@ at all times. 

Secondly, this is life, and God onely gives 
life : itisas the breathing of life into a clod of 
earth, It requires an almighty power to 
worke this in thoſe that beleeve, Eph.1.19.20. 
The ſame poxer that raiſed up Chriſt from the 
dead,rayſed us up : it is an almighty ation to 
giverhis life, 

Thirdly, if it were not proper to Chriſt and 
his voyce to tranſlate men from death tolife, 
hee ſhould loſe his chiefeſt ſoveraignty : hee 
quickens whom hee will : he hatch compaſi;on on 
whom hee will have compaſſion ; If men could 
tranſlate men from deathto life,then it would 
not be-proper to God te doe it. - 

Laſtly as nothing elſe can doe ir, ſo the yoyce 
of the Sonne of God is able for to doe it, At 
the firſt creation all was made by the voyce 
of God ; hee faith, Let there be lizhr,and there 
we light; let him ſay to any man follow mee, 
and hedoth it. Matth.9.9. hee ſaith to the 
Publican ſuting at the receipt of Cuſtome, follow 
me; and bee left all, and roſe wp aud followed 
bim, Chriſt ſpeaking to his care ang heart, 
made him to follow him z his ſpecch was like 
the ſpecch of El/ies to Eliſha, bee followed bim 
and could not chuſe but doe it : Chriſt ſpeaking 
wee cannot but follow him, 

But what is this voyce of the Sonne of God 
thattranſlateth men from death to life 
\ Ianſwer, it isnothing elſe but an inward 
worke 
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worke of the Spirit, by which hee perſwades 
men effeually to turne from darkneſſe to 
light, 2nd from the power of Sathan to God. 
1 Ic muſt be underſtood of the effefuall wor- 
king of the Spirit, becauſe who ever doth 
heare it lives: this voyce reneweth and chan- 
geth men, tranſlating them from death to life. 
Now this effeQuall ſpeaking confiſts intwo 
things. Firſt,in propounding the objeR, the 
truth to the heart. Secondly, inthe perſwafi- 
on of the truth. 

Firſt, the Goſpel muſt be laid open tothe] , 
heart, all things neceſſary ro ſalvation muſt | 
be maniteſtedro itthen there muſt be light in} 
the heart co apprehend theſe reaſons which 
are propounded. The Scripture propounds 
things by: authority : Then the holy Ghoſt 
doth kindle light, to apprehend them which 
another doth not, Marke how Moyſes begin» 
ning his booke ſaith, cher in the beginning it Was  Gm.rr, 
thus, and thus God did; hedoth not perſwade 
them by argumentsto beleeve it : {0 /ohn be- 

ins his Goſpel without perſwaſions, 1» the 
| Arr. wa the word, cc. (o the Apoftles 
commiſſion was, Gee and preach that Chrift ®' 14s, 
Come; he that beleeved ſhall be ſaved, he that | 16. 
beleeves not, ſhall be damned: The word of it 
ſclfe is ſufficient authority : when the Goſpel 
it ſelfe is thus propounded, then the holy 
Ghoſt kindles light, And therefore this lite 
begins when as the a is pooponntn 
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Now there are three degrees of workipg this 
light by the Spirit, 

Firft,rhere is a ſtirring up of men, to attend 
tothe voyce of Chriſt : many there are that 
heare, yet attend not. AF. 16: 14, The holy 
Ghoſt opened the heart of Lydia, to attend wnto 
Pauls preaching, We ſow on fallow ground 
ri!l ehe Spirit opens the heart to attend to the 
things that are ſpoken. 

The ſecond worke of the Spirit is to con- 
vince and perſwade effeQtually and fully, 7h. 
16.8. The Spirit ſhall convince the world of ſinne: 
that it, it ſhall convince and perſwade tho- 
rowly : none can doe this but the Spirit, It 
deth alſo farther perſwade men, thar it is 
good for them to bee convinced, gat this is 
when the knowledge is full; when as all the 
corners. of the heart are anſwered, and the 
minde reſolves to practice : Hypocrites and 
civill men are perſwaded, yet not fully;there- 
fore they never praQtiſe, if that one oLje&i. 
on of the heart bee unanſwered, yece never 
came topractiſe. | 

The laſt worke of the Spirit is to keepe this 
voyce on the heart, that it vaniſh not. 7awes 
1.21.The ingra/ted word « that which is maae 
able to fave our ſoules, and none el{e, Men 
may atrend for a flaſh, but- the Spirit muſt 
ingraft the Word into the heart ; which as a 
ſprig ingrafted, growes bigger and bigger, 

an 


\and light kindicd ; then rhis life is wrought.. 
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and hath fruit from the ſap: other men having | 
' truthes not faſtned on them, they grow weaker 


and weaker. 
To underſtand fully what this voyce of the 


1 Sonne of Godis; yee muſt know that there 


is a double veyce, Firlt, an outward voyce of 
the word which all heare, Secondly; an in- 
ward voyce of the Spirit. This I colle& out 


of E/ay 6.9. Goe to that people and tell them, 


heare yee indeed but not underſtand; ſee yee in- 
deed, but not perceive, that is, they ſhall have 
anvutward hearing, an outward knowledge, 
but nor an inward, There isa common know- 
ledge which all theſe have, who live in the 
Church : and thgre is a knowledge that is one- 
ly proper to the Saints which ſaves them, 
The diffcrencestwixt theſe two knowledges ; 
that of hypocrites, of themin ſixth ef the He- 
brewes, twixt common knowledge, and ef- 


| 


feuali knowledge that is wrought-in the 
hearts of the ele,ate theſe. 

Firſt, common knowledge is confuſed and 
gencra'l; this is diſtin, inward and particy- 
lar: thatis, the yoyce of the Sonne of Gud, | 


| 


ſpeaking in the Miniftry to all, may breed a 


knowledge of truthsinmen; yet they apply | 
them notto their hearts, and the turnings of 
them, Heb.4.11.The Word # ſharper than a two 
edoed Sword, diſcerning the thoughts and imten- | 
tions ofthe heart, piercing even to the deviding 
aſunder the ſoule and ſpir it,and of joynts and mar- 
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row : that is, that word of God that is lively 
indeed ; that voyce of God that is effeuall 


| [ro ſalvatien,it is ſbarpe, it ſtrikes not in gene- 
rall,but enters the inward parts. A ſiaffe can» 


not eriter the fleſh, it-may bruiſe it ; but the 
voyce of Chriſt enters like a two edged 
Sword,diſcerneth twixt morrall vertues, and 
ſupernaturall things wrought by the Spirir,ir 
diſtinguiſheth exatly twixt the reQitude 
andobliquity of mens hearts: this is proper 
onely to the ſaving knowledge of the Word, 
As nothing i hid from God, but it t naked to 
his fight . ſoitisro his word: Sceiftheword 
be diſtin to you, elſe you know nothing. 
A man never knowes any thing,till he knowes. 
the Elements, parts and grounds of ir: the 


voyce of the Sonne of God onely makes you | 


know things thus particularly. So in other 
things yee know not till you know particu- 
lars. 4rsfotle faith, a man is not a Phyſition, 
that knowes things in generall, inthegroſle, 
but hee that knowes them in particular, This 
isnot eo be a Phyſition, roknow that ſuch dry 


' meatesare good for a moyſt ſtumacke, unleſle 


he alſo know dry meates and the Symptomes 
of a moyſtſtomacke: ſo itis in the knowledge 
ofche Word, To know what regeneration 
is, 1s not enough, except yce know the parts, 
rhe kinds and tignes of it. To know that woxe 
are tranſlated from death to life, that love not the 
brethren, is not enough, except yee know the 
brethren 


s hn _ 
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brethren and love them, To know, that bee 
that ts in Chriſt hath crucified the fleſh, with the Geng 24, 
affetions and luſts of it, is nothing, except | 
| yce know that yee your ſelves have crucified 
it. This particular knowledge is it that makes 
manifeſt to a man the ſecrets of his owne 
heart, 1 Cor.14+25: that is, the voyce of the 
'Sonne of God, diſcerneththe ſecrets of the 
heart, to know things particularly that are in 
it, The (heepe diſtinguiſh the voyce of the ſheap- | l0k-1o.j 
heard, from the woyce of a flranger: when men 
| come to heare, they hcare the voyce and di- 
ſtinguiſh nortke ſound, becauſe they want this 
particular knowledge» 

- Secondly, this hearing of the voyce of the 
Sonne of God workes a quicke fence, in the 
hearts of thoſe that heare ir, that the outward. 
voyce doth not : and this followes the for- 
mer, Let knowledge be particular, it workes 
quicke fence. Heb.4.11. it is called lively in 
operation * now life confiſts inquickneſle, and 
motion; the voyce of Chriſt ſpeaking effetu- 
ally breeds quickneſſe, Soles individua agunt 
et ſentiurt, A knife in generall curs|nothing, 
the particular knife cuts. To know. in gene- 
rall you are fianers, have corrupt natures,offend 
in many things, workes nothing; it is the re- 
faction on the particular lives that workes, 
this makes men tremble, 47.2. Peter having 
teld the Iewes that they had crucified Chriſt, that | 
| pricked them at the heart. As of ſinnes, ſo is it | 
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- 1 of comforts, particular comforts worke, If 


one can ſay, I am thus and thus, then com. 
fort followes : ſo particular threatnings make 
men ſenſible. When God ſaidto Adam, Hef? 
thou not eaten of the tree whereof 1 ſaid thou ſhoul. 
deft not eate> this made him feare, The word 
doth breed a quicke ſence : they who have not 
this true voyce ſounding to them, Eſay 6.9. 
in hearing they doe not heare,and ſeeing they doe 
not ſee ; their hearts are fas, their eares beavy, 
and their eyes ſhut. Rom, 11.8. God bath gives 
them the ſpirit of ſlumber; that is, w hea as 
men heare this voyce in a common manner, 
they are asa manin a ſlumber : it ſtirces them 
not: their hearts are fat; that is, they-are 
ſenceleſſe - for fat is without ſence. The pro- 
perty of them that heare in an ineffeuall 
manner isthis ; they have a ſpirit of, lumber, 
they are as one hearing a tale, when as his 
mind is otherwhere, It the things propoun- 


|ded were natural], they would heare them 


well enough; but they are ſpirituall, therefore 
they are dull of hearing them, 

Thirdly,which followeth the ſecond, thoſe 
that heare the voyce of the Sonne of God, 
have experimentall knowledge, the other is 
bur ſpeculative. 1.Cor.2.6.9. Wee preach wiſe- 
dome to theſethat are perfedt : ſuch wiſedome, as 
ege hath not ſeene, care bath not heard, neither 

«th it entredinto the beart of man , but God ve- 
\ veileth it to ws by bus Spirit : that is,the cheefeſt 
in 


UMI. 
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| you have knowne him that was from the begin- 


of Spirituall Death and Life, 


or heard with their eares; but thoſe that heare 


perimental knowledge which others have not. 
This experimental! & ſaving knowledge hath 
triall 1.40þ.2.13.1 write unto you fathers becauſe 


ning : expound this with the 33.0f Ezekied, 33. 
When this commeth to paſſe, then ſhall yee ksow 
that a Prophet hath beene amongſt you: that is, 
when I ſhall doe this, they ſhall know expe- 
rimentally that there was a Prophet amongſt 
them, 1 1h.5.49. weeknow that we are of God, 
that is, wee know it experimentally;they can 
ſay of this, as it is faid inthe r-of ob, r. 1.T hat 
which we have heard, that whichwe have ſcene 
with onr eyes, that which wee have looked upon, 
and onr hands have handled of the words of life, 
declare we unto you. David takes it as peculiar 
to himſclfe, Pſa/;9»10. They that know thy 
name will truſt im thee for thou Lord hai not for- 
ſaken thers that ſeeke thee : that is, they that ex- 
perimentally know thee will cruft in thee, for 


| David: morcover they have aſſurance of fal- 
vation,which others have not ; and this aſſu- | 


thou neverfayleſt them that truſt thee : they 
know it by experience. 17et.2.3. Deſire the 
ſincere milke of the word that you may grow there- 
by jf ee have taſted that the Lord # gracious, 
We find in the Saints a lopging after Godzthey 
deſire him, which others doe not : thus did 


inknowledge, have not ſcene with their eyes, , 


the voyce of the Sonne of Ged, have an ex- | 


T07 


LS 


| 


rancc 


— 


2 


my 


" 


&; 104 . An Elegant and lively Deſcription, 


| | rance comes from hence :op1ima demonſiratio 
| |ef#aſenſibms ; the beſt demonſtration 1s from 
ſence; as he that feeles the fire hot knowes it 
belt; rafting breeds longing ; aſſurance. from 
experience breeds certainty. 
4 Fourthly, effetuall knowledge that is bred 
by the voyce ofthe Sonneof God, makes men | 
approve and juſtifie the wayes of God, makes 
them to reliſh them : this followes the other, 
when men have tryed them they approve 
them, 19b.6.63. The Spirit quickens, the word 
profiteth nothing;the words then that 1 ſpeake, 
they are Spirit and life. Chriſt having ſpoken, 
that by body Was meate inaced , many were of: | 
fenaed at it : then hee ſaid, The Spirit doth quic- 
ken, that is, yee accept not my words, be- 
cauſe yee have not the Spirir, yee have but 
fleſh,that is a common knowledge; my words} 
are ſpirituall, and you are carnall, therefore 
they doe not reliſh you. Theſe words are 
otherwiſe interpreted by ſome : that is, theſe 
materials profit nothing without the Spirit; 
but the other is undoubtedly the meaning , 
for ſoit is through the Scripture : the Spirit 
profits, that is, ſaving knowledge wrought by 
the Spirit : men not having it, doe not ap-| . 
prove it, Itcannot be otherwiſe ; where the 
voyce of Chrift doth ſound cffeRually,rhere | - 
they juſtifie this : iſedome i juſtified of her 
| children, Luk.7.35. Rem.to.15, How beauti- 
fall are the feete of them that preach the Goſpel of | 
| nee?! 
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| 414 rifing of many : ſo when he came, ſome ſaid 


peace? that is, they ſee ſuch beauty in the 


them,they are vile to others. The Scripture 
often toucheth this,that when as there is but 
a common knowledge, men reliſh not the 
word, Row.8. they taſt not the word : the ſpi- 
rituall part of the word crefling them,1s bitter 
tothem, 2 Cor.2.15., The word # compared to 
a ſweet ſavonr , to many it is not (9, to ſome it 6 
the ſavour of death to death : it 18 a ſayour dif- 
tuſedthrough the houſe, they abhorre it,and 
being guilty of death it leades them to death: 
In others it is the favour of life; rhat is, they 
ſmell a ſweetneflein it, it brings them ro life, 
to heavenzrhe word being powerfully taughr, 


in it, others otherwiſe, Luk.2.35. When Chriſt 
[hall come, the hearts of many ſhallbe opened, to ap-| 
prove or diſapprove him: therefore be us the fall 


he was agood man, others that he was 4 divell: 
forme ſaid that the Apoſtles were good, ſome that 
they were bad: See how yee approve the word 
io its (elfe, and as it is expreſſed in mens 
lives. 

Fiftly, if it bee a right knowledge, it 
breeds holy affections; the other doth not : 
this followes the other. If men jbſtifie the 


wayes of God, that they are beautifull to! 


there comes a ſayour: ſome {ſmell ſwcetneſſe| 


| Word,then they affe@ ir. Irsa generall rule, | 
thatall tull perſwaftons draw on affections: 


the 


let it bee but aperſwaſion in habit, it ſtirres as| 
P 
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- | the Lord, that delighteth greatly in his comman« 


the habit is. 1 Theſ.1. 6. My word was to you not 
in word but in power becauſe it did worke in you. 
jo7 in the holy Ghoſt. ler.23.29. comparing the 
wordof true and falſe Prophets together ; My 
word is as fire, ſaith God, and as the hammer that 
breaketh the [tone : it is the powerful) word of 
it ſtirres your affetions. Luke rhe laft, Chriſt 
ſpeaking to the Diſciples that went with him to 
Emmaus,their hearts burned within theww : they | 
werefull of holy affe&tions. Conſider if yee | 


the Scripture are aſcribed to this knowledge : 
every where, where men heare, they know a- 
right, P/al.11 2.1.Bleſſed i the man that feareth 


dements, P(al.1.2,Blefſed are they t) at delight in 
rhe Law of the Lord: See whetherthere be holy 
affections in you: Felix did rremble ar the Word, 
ſo the ſecond grownd received the Word with 
joy, bat not with holy joy. 

Bur how ſhall we diſtinguiſh them ? 

I anſwer, that if your. joy bee holy joy, 
afflitions will not put it our : if your joy bee 
carnall joy,perſecution puts it out : but joy in 
| the holy Ghoſt is not put out by the contrary, 

Sixtly, that knowledge which is lively 
brings forthaCtion ; it is powerfull in mens 
ations, it is ative and mighty in operation. 
Heb.q. It workes in mens hearts and lives 
'wightily, ro overcome all contraries, Eſa. 6. 
10.Make the heart of this people fat, make their 


cares 


have thoſe holy affe ions. Holy affeCtions in | [ 
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ations, ergo ations follow not hearing and 
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eares bexrvy, and ſhut their eyes teaft they ſee with 
their eyes, and heare with their eares, and under- 
ſtand with their hearts, and convert and bee hea- 
led ; that is, Letthem have ſuch a common 
knowledge as civill men and hypocrites have, 
and no more; leaſt ſeeing aright,rhey under- 
{tand with their hearts and be converted, and 
they bee healed. Seeing with their eyes, is 
meant ſeeing with this knowledge, which 
if they ſee with, their hearts will bee wrought 
on : their hearts being wrought on, they are 
converted, then they are healed, This fol- 
lowes on the other, Let theaffeRions be ftir- 
red , they are the immediate principles of 
ation ; what one aff. ts hee doth; theſe are 
tycd all on one ſtring: flaſhy affeRions, flaſhy 


ations. 1h.6.4.5. They. fhall all bee taught of | 


God, ; every man therefore that bath heard and 
learned of the Father, commeth to mee : that is, 


every one thar heareth this true voyce of the 
Sonne cf God, comes to mee, that is, they | 
brecd ations whereby they cometo me. Sec 
if your knowledge bce operative. lam.1.22. 
diſtinguiſhing of hearers, he faith, Be x07 bee- | 
rers but doers; if yee finde not this change, | 
Chriſt hath not ſpokento you, 

But inthe Saints are many defects in their 


knowledge. 
Tothis I anſwer, that as their ations are 
weake and faint, ſo their knowledge is _ 
P 2 Heb. 
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| Heb.12.5 they often forget and muſt bee pat in 
mind.2 Pit.1.13 they muſt be ſlirred up by put- 
| ting them in remembrance of theſe things which 
they have forgotten, Secondly this faile is from 
ſome doubt within,from ſome ſhaking : when 
as you ſee a defe in aQions, or affections, it 
is becauſe you want this convincing know- 
ledge, The way to ſtirre up affetion and aGi- 
on, is the Word, which increaſcth this ope- 
rative knowledge. 
Uſe 1 If it be ſo, that the voyce of the Sonne of 
: God is the onely meancs to tranſlate men 

from death to life, let us examine our ſelves, 
whether wee have hcard the yoyce of the 
Sonne of God,or no ? If we have not , then let 
us know our caſes, and be humbled: they thar 
have nor heard it are dead. Conſider it is. 
your diſtin knowledge, nota knowledge in 
grofle or generall, that inlivens you. Know ye ; 
the paiſages and working of regeneration and 
repentance ? find yee the Vord as fire, and 
as a hammer > the Wordis in its nature, and 
will be found ſo ofthem that receive it aright, 
Have yee an experimentall knowledge ? ap- 
prove yee Gods Image, his waies in the 
Word, or inthe tives of the Saines ? doe yee 
juſtific wiſedome ? are your hearts opened 
At the hearing of the Word ? doe yee like it? 
At Chriſts comming many hearts were ope- 
ned, becauſe then his Word came, and it 
opchied many mens hearts, ſhewed them what [ | 

| they * 
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they were, How doe yee affe& the Word, 
and Image of God in the lives of the Saints: 
how doe yce finde holy affeQions in them 2 
bleſſedneſle goeth a!wayes with them, AF. 
feQions arc alwayes a (igne of this, have yee 
'reccived the Word with them? have yee 


in God ? this will beget holy affedions which 
will laſt; aMidions pur them not our, holy 


is. Whatare your lives and aftions ? It yee 
ſceing others holy,ye cannot doe as they doe, 
this voyce hath not ſpoken to you. All that 
heare Chriſts voyce will come and be doing, 
lam, 1,22, if doing, be joyned with hearing , 
ifyce are doers as well as hearers, this yoyce 
hath ſpoken royou; if your practiſe bee not 
joyned, yee are deceived. It yee finde upon 
examination that yee have nor done it : re- 
member that Chriſts ſeepe beare bis woyee ; 
| yee may therefore feare yee be loſt ſheepe if 
| yec heare itnot. Hee thar hath an eare heares 
| the Golf pel If it be hidden, it is hidden to thoſe 
| that periſh : where men live in ignorance and 
| heare not God regaras net it ſo mach : thats not 


' |the time of rriall : have ye the Word as wheate 


\with chafſe, it tricth not; but the Word 
| commine with author:ty,end not as the Scribes 
when Chriſts woyce ſounds in the word, ſee how 
yee are affeed :if yee hearenort yeare dead. 


Cent.2.Chrifts comming is compared ro «Spring 
P 


3 | time, 


ſorrowed for your ſinnes 7 doe you Celight 


joy is not damped with a{flitions, carnall joy | _ 
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time, wherein the lowers appeare on the 
earth, and the birds begin to ſing, and the 
trees put out their greene fruite: that is, when 
Chriſt makes himſclfe knowne, it is Sing 
timg : doe you ſpring when the Wo1d cots, 
when the meſlages of ſalvation are made 
knowne unto you? if nor, yee are dead, Our a 
endin ſpeaking this is not to trouble you, but | 
to bring you to ſalvation. I will therefore x 
| ſhew you what keepes men off from hearing | 
Chriſts voyce,that knowingthe impediments | 
yee may remove them, The impediments are| ' 
ſeven, 

The firſt, is ſclfe-wiſedome; this is a great 
impediment from hearing the voyce of the | [+ 
Sonne of God : ſelfe-conceitedneſſc hinders 
men much, becauſe it breeds a deſpiling of the 
| wayes of God. 1 Cor-2.4. The naturall may re- 
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for 
they axe fooli(hneſſe with him : therefore 1 Coy, 
3.18. if any man ſceme to be wiſe in the world, 
let him become a foole that he may be wiſe : that 
is, let him lay afide that wiſedome which be- 
getteth pride in our hearts. Michals diſpoli- 
tion is incvery one of us more or leſſe, fhee de- 
/piſed David: ſomenchalkeouta way to them. 
ſelves, in which they will goe, they will 
ſecke their owne wayes, and will not be ſub- 
| te rothe Law of God, Row. 8,7. The carnal 
| mind is enmity with God, for it is not ſubjet? to 
| the Law of God, nejther indeed can it be. 2 Cor. | 
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10.5. ſpeaking of imaginations, /aith, that men | 
with them build up themſelves againſt God, and 
will not alter their courſes. The greateſt oppoſi- 
tion is in mens minds: take a man that hath 
a true opinion, it is eaſy ro remove his luſts, 
bur falle iudgements are as bulwarkes againſt 
Gods wiledowe., Men will doe thus and thus 
becauſe they thinke their ſtate is good, The 

Scribes and Phariſees came not to Chriſt, Luk.15 . 
1, but Publicans and (:nners came : ſo it is 
with men now, doe wee lay open their ſinnes 
unto them, yer they will not be perſwaded : 
. | men will bee righreous of themſelyes, and 
will not bee perſwaded that Chriſt muſt bee 
made iinto them righteouſneſſe, and redemption, 
and wifedome, This opiniun'of our ſelves is a 
great impediment,this contemnes the way of 
God, and taſhions eut our owne wayes; this 
contenting of our ſelves with our preſcar 
eſtate makes menerre : therefore Pſal,119.2 1, 
Curſed are the proud that are alwayes erring 
from thy Law : Sel e conccite makes men 
erre, 

The ſecond impediment is cuſtome: men 3 
have beene uſcd to ſuch wayes, and wil! not 
alter them. 109.4.12. the woman of Samaria 
was enuch held off with this argument. Chuiſt 
comming to teach her the doctrine: of falva- 
tion; Art thou greater,ſaid (hue gban our father 
Jacob that gave ws ths well > This opinion that 


vur fathers have gone this way ,and it is tran(- | 
'  mirred 
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1 58 | mitted cous, binders men much z men cannot 
indure newneſlſe, Zo is taxed for this by the 
Sedomites, Gen.19.9. This fellow came in to [0- 
jorne here,and will henow be 4 Inage? ſo 4d 17, 
Paul preaching at Athens, the Athenians ashed, 
IWhat new doftrine #s this that thou preacheſ} ? 
men being accuſtomed to a way,it wins their 
opinion ; men having once judged, are loth 
to judge againe 2 cuſtome winns their affeQi- 
on, Change is treubleſome: men having 
gone long inacourſe they will till plod on 
in the ſame tract, Cuſtome of our fathers, 
or country or place where wee are, our 
owne cuſtome makes us loath to forſake ir, 
2 Thirdly, Similitude is a great hinderance, 
Exod.7. 22, Pharaohs heart was haraned becauſe 
the Magicians did the ſame miracles that Moyſes 
8nd Aaron did; So fimilitude hinders -men 
from imbracing the wayes of Chrift, and 
God. Men ſceing Papiſts auſterity like cur 
mortification, their ſufferings like true mar- 
tyrdome, they are perſwaded of their wayes, 
as we are of ours: ſo for civility, when as men 
ſee it ſolike religion, as a ſparke is like the 
fire, they imbrace ic: All deceit is from ſimi- 
litude, falſe wares having the ſame dye that 
true hath,deceivethe buiers : ſo falling ſtarres 
are like other ftarres. When' wee ſee ſome 
men that profeſſe religion to be falſc hearted, 
we thinke all are ſo: wherefore Phil.1.x0. The 
Apoſtles prayes, that they might abound in all 
knowleags: | 
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that differ : this proximity makes us deceived. 

Fourthly,falſe experiments hinder us much; 
ſome experiments ofthe workes of God,that 
ſhould draw us nearer to him, if wee make 
falſe uſe of them, make us farther from him ; 
As if God affiiQt and reſtore agaire, or keepe 
us from afflition, our hearts-are hardened, 
Exod,8,15. when as the Froggs weye removed, 
Pharoah hs heart was haraned: reſt made him 
harden his heart : fo _—_ times it makes men 
flight the word, and aftlitions which God 
layes on them. VVe may ſee this in Souldi- 
ers and Mariners ; none more ready to con- 
temne dangers than they, becauſe they have 
often eſcaped;they dceludethe workes of God 
that ſhould draw them to ſalvation. Rootes 
will make the weeds grow againe, not being 
taken heed of : The /ong ſuffering of God ſhould 
draw us to repentance, but it doth nor ſo : 2 Per, 
3- 3. 1nthe laſt time ſhall come mockers, walking 
after their owne laſts, and ſaying, where is the 
promiſe of hu comming ? for all things continue 
as they were from the beginning of the creation, | 
that is, men ſhall fecle nothing , apprehend 
condthe Word, being cluded, they hinder us 
and it. 

The fift impediment is ignorance z men 
know not the wayes of God, therefore they 


bnowledge and jndgement to diſcerne of things| 


nothing ; judgements _ they {c-| 


doe not imbrace them. 70h,4.10. If thou hadſt 
Q 


knowne \ 
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knowne the gift of God, and who it « that ſpeaketh 
to thee, thou wauldeſt have aikedof bim. There 
is enough in religion ro make men love it, if 
they knew it: there is vertue in it, there 1s 
beauty and profitin it,Eſ#.57, There i 4 peace 
initzal the wayes of #t ave wayes of pleaſantneſſe : 
there is honour in itz 92d «ge is honourable with 
righteou(neſſe. But mens hearts are full of 
darkenefle;they ſeenot, . neyther doe they un- 
derſtand it.2 Pe#.2.12, They fpeake evill of the 
things they know not, Its true they know the 
things,7* opormue, they.know them not experi- 


mentally and really, and that deceivesthem, 


x Cor.$.2. 1f any man thinke hee knoweth any 
thing he knoweth nothing yet as he ought tokwow. 
One may know all things, and yet know no- 
thing.as he ſhould: Ignorance deceives many, 
it makes them to meaſure religien by a falſe 
rule, and common opinion. Ads 24.14. it is 
called bereſy,when yee iudge of it by externall 
lhewes, - ali baſeneſſe is outwardly in religi- 
on,ir is like a coſtly thing covered with ſtraw : 
Chriſt was hid under a Carpenters Soune ; prea- 
ching auder the name of fookſhneſſe : ſo our ig- 
norance 1n attributing things to falſe cauſes 
keepes us off, 1f the Goſpel be hid, it is hidden 
to theſe that periſh; there is. double ignorance; 
privative,and pefitive ; that is it, by which the 


God of this world klinds men, breeding a falſe 
| perſwaſton of good, and a good perſwaſion of 
* 


evil. 
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The fixt impediment is in-confideration : 
mendce not conſider the things they might | 
know: if men would deduce one thing from 
another, and doe that they know,they might 
be brought to God, Dear. 29.2. 3. gee have: 
ſeent, ſaith Moy/es, all that the Lord did before 
Jour eyes gn the Land of Egypt, =_ Pharoah and: 
his ſervants; yee have ſeene thoſe great ſignes 
and miracies which hedid, yes the Loyd hath not 
£7ven you an beart toperreive, and eyes to ſee, 
and eaves to beare untill this day: that is,- yee 
have not profited becauſe -yee have not con- 
fidered; Wethinke if that we had lived then, 
wee had beleeved, yet we ſee how few of 
them did beleeve: we beleeve the Scriptures, 
yet what - inconſequency is there in mens 
lives, becauſe wee doe not conſider things. 
Conſideration helpes to perfe& mens ations; 
itis acircularline ; one part helpes the other, 
If we looke backe and examine ouraQions.it 
helpes ; want of it hinders. What'is repen- 
rance, but conſideration? 7cr.8.6, No man 
r-pented him of his wickedneſſe, ſaying, what have 
I done > want of this keepes men from ſalvation, 
2 Chron.6.27.1f they bethinke themſetvesin the 
Land whither they are carried away, and turne 
and prey unts me, their captivity, ſaying, We | 
have finned,we have doxe amiſſe, aud dealt wick- | 
ealy; then I will h:are, Soler.8,6, God hark-/ 
ned whether any would ſay, What bave I done? | 
L men ge on and coniider not. Hoſea 4. 11. 
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| The means 
how to hears 
profitablie, 


1 #horedome , and new wint, ficale away their 


hearts; that is,it makes themnot to conſider. 
Mark. 6.52- They conſidered not the loaves, 
chereforetheir hearts were hardned:they were 
fearefull inthe ſhip, becauſe they contidered 
aot the miracle of the loaves, s 

The ſeventh impediment, is a certaine ſiif- 
nefſe and obfirmation of minde, wh:reby a 
man is ſetled to continue in ſuch a cour ſe that 
is pleaſantto him, and all that croſſe him in 
it are enemies to him. Row. 8.the fleſh is not ſub - 
jed to the Sperit,it crofſeth it : one reckons not 
a man his enemy unleſſe hee croſſe him, Ic 
muſt be ſo; every creature as long as it hath 
a being, oppoſeth that which is contrary to it: 
ſo every manthat delighes himſelfe in ſuch or 
ſuch aluſt, will not be circumciſed, cleanſed 
and walhed from it, he will not have Chri# 
reigne over him; he will have his elbow,roome, 
Thoſe men that are not tranſlated from death 
to life, they count the wayes of Goa eyther 
vauity or folly,and will not ſubmituntothem, | 
nor yet heare Chriſt voyce. 

Now the meanes,the helpes, and wayes to 
| breake through theſe impediments, and to rc- 
ceivethe Word with profit, are theſe, 

Firſt,to heare profitably, that rhe voyce of 
the Sonne of God be not a common voyce, 
but peculiar,take that rule which is ſet downe, 
Luk.8, 18. Take beed bow you heare, Chriſt 
gave that admonition to his hearers, and 1 


give 
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| give it ro you : looke to your ſelves,take heed 
how yee come to heare the Word; doe it 
diligently : the reaſon of this is added in the 
ſame verſe : for unto bim that bath ſhall be gi- 
ven,3 from him that hath not ſhaltbe takew away 
even that which he ſeemed to have : that is, if 
yee heare and get a little knowledge, yee 
(hall have more : he that yeclderh ſome fruits, 
ſhall bring forth more : hee that doth ſome 
things, ſhall doe more, God will blefſe you. 
But ſrom him that hath mot, ſhall bee rakew even 
that which he ſeemed to have : that is, your 
hearrs (hall be hardned, and that common” 
knowledge which you have ſhall be taken} 
away. 10h.15.2. Every branch that btaret h not 
fr nite Gedl cmts downe,, God lookes intoa Con- 
orepation to ſee who doth make conſcience of 
hearing ; thoſe that doe, he pargeth , but thoſe 
that profit not, he curſeth: he takes\not away 
their lives, but their graces, makes them wi- 
ther inthe inward man, and ſo he comes to 
death, Luk.19. hethat had ten Talents, he that 
had moſt, had move given him: To practiſe a 
little isthe 'way to get more, The Talent is t4- 
ken from him who did not uſe it and gruen to him, 
that had moit Talents, There are two rewards 
for him that uſeth che Talent] well. Firſt,hee 
(hall have more. Secondly, he fball be raler 
over ten Cities; he ſhall have comfort here, | 
and hereafter: he ſhall have more comfort | 
and grace. See how he dealt with Nathaniel, 
Q3 lobe. | g-Y 
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lohn 1.50, Becauſe he confeſſed Chriſt to be the 
Sorneof Ged, and beleeved becauſe Chrift ſaw 
him under the Fig.tree, which was buta [mall 
thine ; Chrift tels him that he ſhall fee greater 
things than theſe. 1h 17.17, If any man will dee 
bus will,he ſhall know of the aoitrine whether it be 
of God: that is, if yee praQife according to 
your knowledge,you thall know more, it tball 
be confirmed to you, Let men know and not 
practice, then Rom.1,21.21. Becauſe when they 
knew God, they glorifie him uot as God, peyther 
are thankſull, therefore God gives them #Þ to un- 
cleanneſje, thorow the luſts of their owne beats, 
to diſhonour their owne. bodies betweene them- 
ſelves and ts worſhip 1dols ; as he dealt with the 
Gentiles, So inthe 2 The{4.2.9., Becauſe they 
received nt the love of the truth; becauſe they 
heard much,and did not imbracce it, God gave 
them up to ſtrong deluſions to beleeve lyes, See it 
by experience : when as men play withtheir 
knowledge, God gives them up to herefies. 
The Spirit of Goa will-not flrive long with them. 
God hath commanded us, ot to caPearles 
before Swine ; and will hee himſelfe coc .it ? 
Confider what yee doe incvery- dorine of 
{alvativn,thar is preached to you; yeejeyther 
reliſhit,or not; yec obey it,or diſobey it; yee! 
taſte it,or diſreliſh it : If yee taſle it mor,itus 
ſavenr of araiy unto death, that is, it brings 
death anc leads to hell: if yce ſavour it aright, 


| it brizgs to heaven, There is a0 truc doctrine, 
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but che nor obeying of it bringeth ſomething | 
to yeur damnation. VVhen the favour of 
Chrilts knowledge is made-manifeſt , nor 
| recelving it,yecreje it, andit bringsa curſe, 
| Heb.6.7.8. The earth which drinketh-in-the 
raine which commeth oft upon it , and brings 
forth hearbes meete for bins by whom it is dreſſed, 
-xecetveth a bleſſing of God;but that which bring. 
eth forth thornes and briers is rejefted, and is 
nigh unto curſing whoſe end u to be buxred :that 
is,the word is as raine, it makes hearbsand 
weeds togrow: if hearbs grow, God doth pro- 
ſper it more: if it fals upon rockes it withers 
more and more; God doth curſe it; Ir isnot 
in the knowledge of divinity as in other ſcicn- 
ces :in them yee may negle& a yeare ortwo, 
and get itagaine; but it 1s notſoin this; yee 
will not be able to returne againe, yee are 
neare acurſe,yeecannot redeeme it, Sce what 
followes in the negleCing of the Word, in 
| | the2 Chron. 36.15.16.God ſent hu meſſengers 
rifing up early,c5c. becauſe be bad compaſſion on 
hu people, and on his dwelling place. But they 
mocked the meſſengers of God , and deſpiſed hu 
ord, end miſuſed bis Prophets, untill the wrath 
of the Lord roſe up againſt his people, till there was 
noremeay, Grace may ſtand with infirmitics | 
beforethey arerevealced,but being reveiled the 
light diſcerneth them, Ifmen refuſe, God in- | 
dures itnot. 47,17. 30. The times of that igne- | 
pance God regarded not,but now take heed, the | 
| Goſpel 
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| Goſpel being reveiled ; God will beare no lon- 
ger. Before Joby Baptiſt came, the Axe was 
not laid to the roote of the tree , bur as ſoone 
as he came, it wes; becauſe then the Goſpel 
was made knowne ; he revealcd the truth, 
When the truth is once revealed, if men doe 
not rhen receiveit, God indures it not, Heb, 2. 
I3. To day if yee will heare my voyce,harden not 
your hearts. God will not ſtay longer than 
this day. Thereisa day, (when it is we cannot 
preſcribe) after which God will not offer 
orace:but commonly we ſee that men being of 
the ape of diſcretion, & having the way ſhew- 
ed,if they neglcR it then, they comonlyperiſh, 
God hath a ſecret time,. The tewes had their 
day ; but becauſe they accounted themſelves un« 
worthy of everlaſting life, Paul did thrne from 
them to the Gentiles, Aft. 13.46. Saul had 
his day, hee had common gitts and profited 
not, therefore Gud forſooke him. So 1/7ael 
had their day, but when they neglected it, 
God bids Jeremiah not 50 pray for them.zCon- 
ſider what you have heard of the Sacrament, 
that yee may not abſent your ſelves from ir, 
in the places wherein you arc, without weigh- 
ty affaires, which will excuſe you before God: 
ſo forthe Sabbath; you know it ſhould bee 
kept; becauſe it is holy; and if it be holy 1 
| would aske you this queſtion ; whether it bee 
holy inwholc,or in part ? If all of it be holy, 
it iSnot arbitrary, it muſt be ſequeſired frum 
| common 
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commonuſes. The veflels of the| SanQuary, 
are fajd to be holy, becauſe they were not 
uſed burabour boly things : ſo the 'Temple is 
holy, becaule ir isa place ſet apart for Gods 
(ervicc: ſortime is holy,when it is beſtowed on | 
noly things, holy thoughts, holy dutics; con- | 
{der that iris holy,and that every part there- 
of is holy; and then deny if you can, that it 
isnotto be ſanRified, Some men ſpend their | 
time in idlencfle and gaming , moſt in drun- 
kennefſe and diforder, and not as they ſhould. | 
Yce bave heard of mortification ; yee have| 
heard the doarine of changing from deathts | 
life; apply them, and take heed how you! 
heare; yce that heard it negligently ſhall] 
grow worſe and worſe. | 
The iccond meanes co heare profitably, is; 
that which js ſet downe inthe 1 Theſ.2,13-| 
that is ,to receive the Word, not as the word of 
man; but ai theiVordof God. This makestthe 
word of Chriſt effeuall, to heare itasthe 
Word of God: thatis, conſider whoſe word 
it is; Conſider the ground of it, thatit pro- 
c&edsfrom God whois preſent, God is there 
and we ſpeake in his ſtead : God/pake to the 1/- 
raclits in Mount Sinay, and would have con- 
tinued for any thing we know, yet the people 
deſired that Meoyſes ſhould ſpeake unto them, Wee 
beſeech you inthe ſtead of Chriſt, to be reconciled 
unto Ged, This is of much moment, to heare 


it as Gods Word : morrall truths may build 
R 


you 
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you up in morrall vertues, and may be profi- 
table ro that purpoſe z. but they will not breed 


being received as the VVord of God.zohn 6. 
65.when as Chriſt demanded of the twelfe, 


| whether they alſo wonld goe away ? Peter made 


this anſwer ; Lord, whither ſhall we goe + thou 


| baſt the words of cternall life, A man is nota 


living man, but by conjunRion betwixt God 
and the ſoule : God isto the ſoule, as the ſoule 
isto the body, he puts life intoit, ard i cop- 
jozwed to it by bis word when it is thus- recep» 
ved- 

The Word comming as from God, wee 
doe that which is commanded us, becauſe 
God will have us doe it: and then wee doe 
it ſimply and ſincerely, ſothat Godaccepts it; 
VVee receive it asthe word of God, it breeds 
life within us: when we reccive it with faith, 
with full Aſſurance;then it comes from God, 
then it.comes in-power and inthe holy Ghoſt, 
and makes us become followers- of Chriſt, 
1 Thefſ,1,5. when we receive the Wordof 
God,it werkes effeQually in us.1 Theſſ.2.13, 
when we receive itas from God with full aſſu- 
rance,it begetteth lifein us. Tolive isto have 
ſenceand motion, to be aQting : the-receiving 
of the word with full aſſurance, makes us ac- 
tive; thebelecving of it, fets men on worke 
2 Chron. 25, 5.6. 10. When'as Amaſiah belerved 
that God would not be with him unlefſe hee ſent 


away 


ſpirituall life, that the. Word onely doth, 
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| <way the Iſraelites then he ſent them away and! 
not before.Caleb and Toſuah did beleeye, there- 
| fore they followed God conftantly. Abrabam offe- 
red up by ſonne tſaack, becauſe he beleeved God , 
that he conld give him another ſoune,or raiſe him | 
out of aſhes againe, Let a man be perſwaded | 
chat ſucha thing will hurt him, or that ſuch 
athing will doe him good, he doth the one 
and leaves the other, Receive therefore the | 
Word with full aſſurance, confider what is 
delivered, ifitbethe Word or no; confi- | 
der that it whichyee heare,is cyther the Word 
or not the VVord, it belongs to me or not. | 4 
Men take things overly, and are not rooted 
and grounded.-in faith, and that makes them g | 
heare unprofitably, See then - oy particu- | 
lar a&ions agree with the Word, ſo yee ſhall | 
be rooted in faith; this makesthe Word a 
Word of life. | 
The third rule and meanes to heare with|. 3 
profit, is that which isſert downe of the fourth 
ground, inthe parable of the ſeed inthe eight] | 
of Luke, the 15. verſe, that is, fo receive the 
word with honeſt and 200d hearts , having heard | 
the word to keepe it,and to bring forth fruite with | 
patience, Hearerhe Word with honeſt hearts, 
this is done when as a man is refolved to 
practiſe whatſoever God will reveale ; when 
he hath no reſervations or exceptions to 
| | bimſelfe ; when hee is reſolved to praQiiſe 
what he heares with an humble heart :b | 
R 2 | humbl 
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| humbled wee will doe this, and not before. 
The fourth ground was humbled ; men will 
| not heare this becauſe they. are proud © now 
pride is an evill diſpoſition inthe creature, 
whereby itexalts its ſelfe above its meaſbre : 
There is this fault in men,they will picke and 
chuſe inthe wayes of God. The'laſt ground 
. will onely . part with: all for Chriſt, 4.9, 

When as Pas! was humbled, hee then cried 
out, Lord what wilt thou have me todoe 7 1 will 
doe or ſuffer any thing for thee, and he was 
asgood as his word» So Ad.2. 32.the lewes 
being humbled cried out, Men and brethren 
wha ſhall wee doe ? wee will doe any thing to 
bee ſaved. So AF. 16. 30. The jaylor being 
hambled,demanded of Paul what he ſhould doe to 
be ſaved; whenas a manis thus diſpoſed, Gad 
will teach him, 7/al.2 5.God teacheth the humble 
ha weyes: man himſelte will doe ſo, if he ſee 
one willing tolcarne, he will teach him : The 
ſecrets of the Lord are revealed to thoſe that feare 
feare him, to thoſe that ſtand in awe 
of him, and dare doe notiting againſt him : 
hee reveales his peculiar truths in a pecu- 
| liar mannerto men, thoſe things that are 
effeQuall to their. ſalvation : bring thcrefore 
humble hearts, ready to obey, 


| 0bjeB. But you will ſay ; we doe obey and praQtiſe 
|  whar we doe heate, 
eAnſw. I anſwer,that yee may be deceived as they 
in the fift of Dea#, they ſaid they-would obey, | 
=. | but 
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{ but God law that there was another 'heart ih 
'them than what they ſaid: therefore God 
ſaid ; Orhas there were ſuch an heart in thew, | 
that they wonld feare me, . and keepe my tommun. 
dements alwayes,that it might goewell with then; 
4nd their children for ever. So Iohanin and 
the other Caprtaines, /e#.42.20, defires leve-. 
71a 10 goe to God, to know his will, and they winld 
doe whitfoever he ſhould ſay," whether i were 
' {geod orevill, But leremah tels them that” they 
| did but diſſemble in their hearts; he knew they | 
would not doit; Looke to this-in the” afts and 
the cffes: what have yyau done when the 
Word creſſeth you in your aymes, eftates, | 
names, friends? if you have diſobeyed ir,then 
_ 144+ the word is made 4 flumbling blecke, 
| ana your mniquities before your face, and the Lord 
will anſwer you according to the multitude of your 
Hdols,” God will anſwer fuch men accordin 
to their comming, as they come with falſe 
liearts, they ſhall be dealt withall according» 
'ly.Come then with hearts reſolved to practiſe 
| whatſoever is ſpoken, and deſire God to make 
' jt effeuuall to ſavation. 
} The fourth meanes to heare the Vord,and.| #4 
_ [thevoyce of Chriſt profitably, is to lay vp 1 
; what you heare : let it abide with you and 
|continew with you, - This rule is preſcribed 
by Chriſt himſelte, 19b.1 5.7.4fyee abiac in me, 
, and my words abide in you, yee ſhall aske what yee 
{will,and it ſhall be dowe unto you: When yce at- 
3 Y FR * 3 
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: tend tothe Word, if yee are affected with ir| 


but for the time, it is nothing; except it 


| continue with you it will not profit you ; you 
| (uſt doe s Adery did; fore layed wp all the Jay- 
| ings that fhee heard of Chriſt, and pondered them 


in her heart, Lake 2.51. The Diſciples often 
queſtioned of Chrift,which proves, that they 
pondered his words in their hearts : So the 
nobles of Berea, they ſearched the Scripture : (0 


| Zerob be noted the ſaying of 1oſeph and laid it up: 


yee doe-not' heare thus if you doe but lend 
yaurcares for the time,if yee worke ic not up- 
on.your affe&ions,yeeprofit not. The reaſon 
why there is ſo much preaching, andſolirtle 
rofic, is for want of this. There are two 
indsof ill hearers:the firſtare ſuch as heace as 
Swinc,and trawpleall they heare uuderfeete ; 
the ſecond, ſuch as heareas Dogs, ſoarling ar 
the doQtine : if yee offend in eyther of theſe, 
yecheare amifle, all the foure. grounds 
that was worſt which received not the Word, 
When men heare the Word there is more 
than anaturall forgetfulneſſe in thews, the Di- 
yell helpes it-/am.1. 23.29, He that beares the 
Ford,and recels itnor, or practiſeth it not, « 
like one that beholdeth bis face ina glaſſe, for bee 
beholdeth himfelfe and goeth away ,and flraight 
way forgetieth what manner of man he was : yee 
mult recall it before yee can practiſe it, elſe 
yee will be liketo thoſerthat behold their face 
in a glaſſe, and wipe not away their ſpots, 
Be 
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Be not therefore forgetfull hearers: and for 
this, firft recall and repeate-what-yee have | 
heard when yee are gone : Secondly, praiſe 
it afterwards there 1s a bleſſing promiſed-to 
.mindfull hearers, there is acurſedenounced- 
againſt thoſethat are forgerfull.2oh.13.15, / 
gee know theſe things, happy are yee if you doe 
them : but there is a curle for you if you doe 
not profit; God will make you to hearc and 
will not giye you his Spirit. Regard to prize 
the word if yee will not be forgerfull, Xom:.x. " 
'28. thoſe that did not like to reteine God in their 
knowledge, thoſe thatdid heare the Word and 
not regard it, God gave them up to 4 reprobate | 
ſence,to an Injudicieuſneſſe, #0 doe theſe things 
| | 1442 were net convenient not being able to pro- 
fitby it- Theancieat Fathers much profefſed | 
the repetition of Sermens; and one of them 
uſed this fimilitude : A manthat comes into a 
pleaſant garden, he will not content himſclfe 
'with the preſent ſent onely, burhewill carry | 
ſome ofthe flowers home with him, So in 
a cold day, a man will not be contentto heate | 
himſelfe at another mans fire, :but he will 
carry. ſome fire home with him to keepe 
him hot at home. So doe yce when yee come| 
to heare the Vord ; carry home ſome flow- | 
crs of it with you, carry ſome fire home with 
\you, to heate and warme your hearts, God! | 
[regards not flaſhes and moods,and ſuch neg; 
:ligence in performing of holy dutics/as wll 
not 
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|< 


not warme their hearts, Men arc like a Sive 
in the water : it is full whiles it 15 inthe water, 
but being taken out of it,it hathnorhing z it is 
not thehearing of the Word of God, or the 


| doing of it negligently that will profit, if Fe 
it 


heare it onely pro forma, and negligently 
doth:thcen no geod, but it brings Gods curſe 
upon you, Godscurſc is on many, they grow 
not in knowledge or grace for want of dili- 
gence; wherefore inthe 2 Pet. 3.17; the Apo- 
(tle bids ws beware leaft being led away with the 
error of the wicked, wefall from our owne ſiead- 
faftneſſe: to prevent this, grow it grace, and 
for this purpoſe grow in knowledge, for then 
yee grow in grace. 

The fifrmeanes:to. heare profitably, isto 
prize the Word and rhe voyce of Chriſt ſpea- 


| king to the heart: pray earneſtly for it that yee 


may ſeckeit carneſtlyat Gods hands, beſeech 
himroſpeaketoyour hearts: your hearing is 
nothing without tbis2 it is the great ſbraphrerd 
of the fiocke that muſt feede you. Ir is his Spi- 
rit chat muſt teach you. Therefore when as 
you come to heare,pray carneſtlyro'God to 
ſpeake unto: you by his Spitir; 17 i the Spririe 
that quickmeth, Teh. 6.63.the Word is ſpirituall, 
and wee are carnall; therefore wee muſt pray 
| for the Spirit tohelpeus for toheare : the Sp. 
'vitis not beſtowed without prayer, AFes 1.14, 
I5. God promifed to give his Spiric to his 


Apofiles,yet they continued long in prayers ere 
-* 5 af 
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he gave it them, Ink.11.13. God gives not 
| his Spirit but to ſuch as askeit, to ſuch as conti | 
nue praying , asking and knocking. David 
Drayes to God, ts open his eves that he might ſee 
the wonaers of by Law ; Men may heare the 
Word, yet Go.1 opcts not their eyes without 
ſceking to him. God ſpeakes unto: you by his 
Minifters, Paul and Apnilos are yours; weeare 
the Miniſters of Gud for your ſakes . for your 
ſervice : if Gul open the dore of utterance, 
it is got {urour fa'es bur yonrs,that you might 
ſeeks ih \\ + r1 ar our mouthes andbeleeve, | 
Als 141.4207 e6-vpeny of Tewes and Gen: | 
tiles bulceved ty bh aring the Vord preached, | 
and receiving of it . The world receives not the | 
Spirit, bccaule they ſecke it net, Johr 14.17. | 
We in preaching, can doe nuthing ; itis the | 
Spirit that mu{t doe it,2 Cor,3.18, wee can! 
ſhew you thc Image of God, bur it is nothing | 
to you if yee be not transformed into the ſame 
tmaze from glory to glory: and itis the Spirit that. 
muſt thus transform: y2u. Conclude therefore 
with God in praycr,let nut him deny you; one ! 
word from him is more then a thouſand from ! | 
us. Godfaſtning his Word upon your hearts | | 
it changeth you; without him we preachin | | 
vayn®. | | 
The fixt mcanes to heare profitably, isto! #© | 
come wirh vacuity of minde, free from 31] | | s 
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things that hinder; e/ſe we ſow but. amonaſt| 
thornes, ler, 4.4. we ſpeak to men prepoſleſſed:| 
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the ſecd fals on fallow ground ; we ſpeake to 
wen, whoſe hearts are full of luſt, they have 
a noyſe of bufineſſe within them; and fo they 
heare us nor, becauſe their hearts are forepol- 
ſeſſed, The arrowes head being in the 
| wound, it is in vaine to lay plaiſters upon. it; 
| therefore lam. 1.24. wheli as wee come to 
| heare the Word, we are commanded, to lay 
aſide all ſuper fluity of naughtineſſe,and to receive 
| 

| 


with meekneſſe, the ingraſted word which is able 
to ſave our ſoules, Doe 1n —_— ; the Word as 
men doc in grafting ; cut off all ſuperfluous 
branches , come with empty minds z attend 
tothe matrers of grace, M<n who have full 
ſtomacks God feeds not ; He feeds the hungry, 
ethers are ſent empty away, they are alwayes 
hearing but never profiting. I ſhould ſpeake 
'|now to Miniſters and people: ro Miniſters, 
that they ſpeake in the voyce of Chriſt, that 
they ſpeake as he did; wet i wiſedome of words, 
bat in the evidence of the Spirit, To che people; 
| that they muſt heare them by whom Chriſt 
| ſpeakes : thoſe who have livings to beſtow, 
| ought to beſtow them on ſuch as ſpeake the | 
| words of Chriſt ; they that want his voyce | 
| | ought to procure ſuch. Now it ye will not be | 
| arcolt for a good Minter, it is a hgne you 
| | love your profit above Chriſt. Thole that 
| | dwell where Chrifts voyce is nor, let them 
| Femove.for they fit in derkeneſſe and im the ſhad- 
| | aow of death, Eſay 9.2,[f your dwelling be ow 
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. | fant, if you have bitter waters or no waters | 
at all, you will remove: Have not your dwel- 
| lings then where the water of life isnot, If 
-” . 
the voyce of Chriſt be the onely meanes to 
| beget life, let men come to ir, Itis a great 
 fzulr, m&n come not to this voyce: hee thy 
' came nor tothe Sacrament, muſt be cur off: 
' What ſhall be done to him that comes not 
ts the Word ? Want of the Word preached 
isa great miſery; therefore David complai- 
neth much of his caſe, when he was not able to 
' come to the Word, O that 1 am conſtrained to 
| dwel in Mcſech, and to have my habitation a- 
| wongſt thetents of Keder. The daily ſacrifice 


| being taken away,it was the greate#t deſolation| 


' that conld be; and can men live there with 
| comfort where the Word is wanting? Is it 
| a duty tocome to heare the Word,or it is Ar- 
' | bitrary,to come or not to come? if it be arbj. 
| trary, then yee performe buta will-worſhip, | 
[ yee heare itz if a duty, then yec muſt | 
| heare it conſtantly, and cr:quire whete 1t 1sto | 
| be had. | 
But you have excuſes, | 
To this I anſwer, ſec how yce can excuſe | 
vour ſelves to God : How angry was Chriſt 
with thi-{c that came not to the marriage? that ' 
is principally meant of comming ro heere the | 
Goſpel. Itisa deſpyſing of God and his Or- | 
dinatccs not tro come It is aconterwpt which ' 
brings forth a curſe viiich b:ings a juegement | 
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| thatis like the finne. Thoſe that deſpiſe you,de- 

ſpiſe me, ſaith Chriſt; che word 7s the power of 
God to ſalvation :there is no ſalvation with- 
out faith, and there is no f:ith but by hearing, 

| Faith comes by hear ing 1 He that heares not you, 
| heares not me,ſaitli Chriſt, Thetefure if you 
' heare not this voyce of the Sonne of God, 


| take heed lcſt he heare uot you at laft, 


